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Whitchurch PCC is happy to accept
adverts from Whitchurch charities, clubs
and societies for inclusion in this
magazine. They will only be included in
the magazine if the name of the
sponsoring organisation, and the name
and contact details of the organiser are
stated. These adverts are normally free of
charge, but the size of the advert will be at
the discretion of the editors. However, if it
is essential that any of these adverts
should be a specific size, then it is
possible to buy space at a reduced rate.
Charities, clubs and societies outside
Whitchurch can also place adverts at a
reduced rate. The PCC reserves the right
to decline articles or adverts.

DEADLINE DATE
For the August edition is
Thursday 15th July
Commercial adverts, which
must be prepaid, are required by
Monday 12th July
on 640785
or
Email:whitchurchnewsadverts@
yahoo.co.uk

Enquires: please call Charlotte Patrick
640785 or 07800912059 ; email:
whitchurchnewsadverts@yahoo.co.uk

A.J.Y.F.C

For the latest
government advice on

Are you aged between 10 and 16 years
old and bored on a Friday night?
If so you need to get yourself along to
Aylesbury Junior Young Farmers Club.

COVID-19

We meet every Friday, 7 pm till 8.45 pm at
John Bridles Hall, Hardwick.
We offer indoor and outdoor activities that
are fun, social, rural and creative. It is run
by the children for the children with adult
supervision.
For more informa on or to become a member
please contact

Emma Lynch – Tel. 07742 730823
Email:

miskimmon@b nternet.com
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visit
https://
www.gov.uk/coronavirus

Cover Image
The Yellow Ra/le (Rhinanthus
minor) - see page 25

Letter from the Rectory
Dear Friends,
After months of waiting many of us had
been looking forward to restrictions
being lifted on June 21st. There was to
be the chance to do things that we
haven’t been able to do in a year and a
half. But a week before the release
date our hopes had to be put on hold.
The Delta variant was spreading
quickly and the decision was that
some more measures had to be put in
place before things could be eased off
– in particular the opportunity to offer
at least one jab to the whole adult
population.
It would appear that we have to wait a
couple more weeks before we can
return to something like normal and
get on with the task of living with this
virus in the same way as we have lived
with the flu for countless generations.
The reality is that, just like the flu, this
virus is not going to go away.
There was some solace in some of the
numbers. The total death rate as I
write is something like five per cent
lower than we might normally expect at
this time of year. I realise that fact will
not help those families who have
recently lost a loved one to COVID but
it does suggest that we can have some
confidence that July 19th will stand as
the day when restrictions will be lifted.
I think what I look forward to most is
our church communities being able to
come together to socialise – and I
suspect that what a very great number
of us want to be able to do again is to
sing in church. So, it’s very much
fingers crossed.
As we head into the summer and as
our schools prepare to take their long

break, I am guessing that very many of
will feel the need to find some form of
refreshment. Some will feel the desire
to fly to foreign climes – assuming that
they can find a country where they
don’t have to isolate on their return.
Others will take the decision to holiday
in this country, though some of the
prices I have seen for vacations in the
UK are eye-watering. Perhaps it might
be a case of holidaying at home again
this summer.
I do sense a collective weariness
about the place and so think it
important that this particular summer,
wherever we may find ourselves, is a
time to pause and to rest – a time to let
our physical batteries recharge as well,
perhaps, as our spiritual batteries.
One of the June mailings from the
diocese of Oxford contained a poem
which gave me pause for thought. It is
written by Thomas Curtis Clark and
goes like this:
God give me joy in the common things:
In the dawn that lures, the eve that
sings.
In the new grass sparkling after rain,
In the late wind’s wild and weird
refrain;
In the springtime’s spacious field of
gold,
In the precious light by winter doled.
God give me joy in the love of friends,
In their dear home as summer ends;
In the songs of children, unrestrained;
In the sober wisdom age has gained.
God give me joy in the tasks that
press,
In the memories that burn and bless;
In the thought that life has love to
spend,
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In the faith that God’s at journey’s
end.
God give me hope for each day that
springs,
God give me joy in the common
things.
I love the sentiment of the piece and I
think that is in part because life just
feels as if it has become very
complicated. There is so much to
think about, so much to do. It has felt
as if those things which give us joy
have been withheld from us. And yet
there is so much around us, simple
things, where, if we allow ourselves
the time and the opportunity to savour
them, can bring huge joy and
happiness.
Thomas Curtis lists some of the things
that obviously chime with him. I guess
I could write my own list which might
include standing by the ocean and
enjoying its might and majesty. Or
perhaps it would be sitting quietly near
my hives and watching the work of
honey
bees,
such
fascinating
creatures which work together for the
benefit of the hive and without which
food production would be a great deal
more difficult. And, of course, the
most recent delight is catching sight of
a smiling grandson. Each thing a
simple pleasure.
Each and every one of us will have
those simple things which, if we allow
them, can bring joy to our hearts. For
those who are feeling weary those
joys can be utterly revitalising. But I
think it equally important that we set
time aside to rest because, even if we
do know the joy of common things,
even if it does revitalise and energise
us, we cannot simply keep going.
There is the temptation to think that
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we can’t find time for rest – it may be
we feel work is too demanding, or that
the needs of the family are
overwhelming or that we simply have
too much to do before we can think of
taking a break.
However, we might do well to
remember that even God needed to
take a break. For six days he had
toiled creating the earth and at the end
of the sixth day he took a step back
and saw all that he had done and that
‘it was very good’.
The start of Genesis 2 reads:
Thus the heavens and the earth were
finished, and all their multitude. And
on the seventh day God finished the
work that he had done, and he rested
on the seventh day from all the work
that he had done. So God blessed the
seventh day and hallowed it, because
on it God rested from all the work that
he had done in creation.
I clearly remember the debates which
were had in the late eighties as
Sunday opening of shops was
introduced. The Keep Sunday Special
Campaign worked hard to oppose
such a move. That cause was lost but
I do think that we have come to learn
that there might have been some good
sense in what the campaign had to
say. The notion of sabbath – of
regular rest – is important not only to
our well-being but also to the wellbeing of those around us.
I hope that you are all able to carve
out a period of rest in the weeks
ahead and a time just to find some joy
in the common things that surround
us.
With good wishes,

Whitchurch WI
Meeting on Zoom
7.30 pm, Tuesday 6 July 2021

‘British Sign Language’

Speaker: Beth Butcher
To book a place, contact:
Linda Nicholls on
lindanicholls2016@gmail.com
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July Update
Don’t forget that the Whitchurch Photographic Compe

on is open.

Full details can be found in the June edi on of Whitchurch News
which can also be accessed on the village website, h/ps://
www.whitchurch.org/
We very much look forward to seeing your entries.

Community Plan
A gentle reminder to all community groups and local businesses that
we would like your thoughts on how as a village we can work more
closely together to the beneﬁt of all. Again, details are in the June
issue, available on line as above. We are aiming for a dra<
Community Plan to be complete by the end of the summer and we
really wish to ensure that all views are taken into account.

Neighbourhood Plan
Work is underway on many fronts and we will soon be approaching
people who have kindly oﬀered to help with evidence gathering
about traﬃc in the village (a hot topic), likely future housing
requirements of villagers and to gain an understanding of how
peoples working lives are changing as a result of the pandemic. This
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informa on will help us to plan more accurately. As and when you
are approached for informa on, all of which will be anonymous,
please do take part.
We are heading towards the next stage of the process where we
put ini al ideas to the village for your comments in an ‘informal
consulta on’.
There will be a presenta on to view in the village hall on

Thursday 22nd July 6 pm - 9pm
and again on

Sunday July 25th 1pm – 6pm
Turn up at any me, see how the project is developing, ask
ques ons and give us your feedback please.

Following on from this your views will be taken into account, the
proposal developed further along with the necessary evidence base
and then here will be a further ‘formal consulta on’ in the autumn.
Finally, the completed proposal has to both be endorsed by an
inspector as being suitable for adop on AND approved by the village
in a referendum in 2022.
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GET FIT - KEEP FIT
Join the

WHITCHURCH WALKERS
I know a path beside the Doc's
that leads to a fabulous view.
Rex Whistler painted this wonderful scene
so he must have thought so too!
We walk on the footpaths around our village exploring the beau ful countryside in convivial company for 1 ½ – 2 hours. We encourage youngsters
and of course dogs on leads. We meet at 2 pm at the telephone kiosk in
the High Street on the third Sunday of each month.

Our next walk is on Sunday 18th July
For further details contact Richard Stevenson
01296 641607 or richardstevenson.catras@b nternet.com

Advertise your
business here!
The Whitchurch News
has a print run of 485
copies

Details from
Charlotte Patrick
01296 640785
whitchurchnewsadverts@yahoo.co.uk
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JUNIOR CRICKET IS BACK
North Marston and Granborough Cricket Club
Welcomes you to join Junior Cricket Coaching
Boys and Girls
Friday Evenings star ng Friday 9th April
at the Community Sportsﬁeld, North Marston

ALL ARE WELCOME
Under 9s – School years 3 & 4
Under 11s – School years 5 & 6
Under 13s – School years 7 & 8
Under 15s – School years 9 & 10
Just turn up or call
Trevor Lane on 01296 670100 or 07768 625550

Please leave dona ons at the Rectory, 1 Green Acres Close
Many thanks - your contribu ons are valued.
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NOTTINGHAM KNOCKERS
Nottingham Knockers are doorstep callers who offer a selection of household products
for sale. The scam is believed to have originated in Nottingham, hence the name.
The callers are often ex-convicts who claim to be part of a rehabilitation scheme that
probably doesn’t exist.
So how does the scam work?
The scammer buys a bag of goods from the person who employs them, and are
allowed to keep anything they make above this.
Callers offer the householders goods at inflated prices, but often use the sale as a ruse
for checking out a person’s home and gullibility.
Many people will buy something just to get rid of them, but once the money has been
handed over, the scam can really begin.
Once the caller gets the money – most often a value that is in the form of a note – it is
examined. If it is crumpled they accept it and move on. If it is crisp, flat and new –
they are much more interested and engage the person in conversation to find out
details about them.
The caller also smells the note as they leave. If it is slightly musty, it is an indication
there may be more in the property. Those addresses are noted and sold to interested
parties in prisons, pubs and among certain trades.
Unfortunately, the elderly are often targeted for these scams. Any suspicious activity
should be reported to the police.
MANY THANKS TO THE NOTTINGHAM POST FOR THIS ARTICLE
HERE’S MORE ON NOTINGAM KNOCKERS FROM TRADING STANDARDS
Selling goods door-to-door is only permitted with a valid pedlar’s certificate. The police
will only issue these to people who HAVEN’T been convicted of a crime, so any
conviction will mean they cannot hold a licence.
Traders selling vegetables, fish, fruit or food and drink do not need a pedlar’s licence
but must register with the environmental health department at their local authority.
Other traders can only sell at your doorstep if you have invited them round. Anything
you buy at your doorstep over £42 is subject to a legal
‘cooling-off period’ of 14 days, where you hold the right to
cancel. The trader should give you pre-contract information,
a written receipt and a template notice you can use to cancel.
Failure to do this is a criminal offence and should be reported
to Trading Standards.
Free door stickers saying “We do not buy or sell anything at
the door” are available by emailing
trading.standards@surreycc.gov.uk
REMEMBER
Do NOT deal with Nottingham Knockers.
NEVER allow Nottingham Knockers into your home.
Do NOT pay CASH on the doorstep.
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Winslow Rotary
‘Lend a Hand’ Day
The Rotary Club has always been known for raising and distribu ng signiﬁcant sums for
charity. The members of Winslow Rotary decided, however, in 2018, that they wanted to
make an addi onal ‘hands-on’ contribu on. So began our ‘Lend a Hand’ day, where once
or twice a year we go out to physically help local people in tasks that for reasons outside
their control they cannot do themselves. We believe it is a great way to fulﬁl Rotary
service to the community.
Whilst we started oﬀ just in Winslow, we now carry out work in nearby villages such as the
Horwoods and Whitchurch. Jobs are a maximum of one to two
hours, with two Rotarians visi ng and carrying out indoor or
outdoor tasks at requests from the elderly or less able. This year
we did 22 jobs involving 24 Rotarians. These included cleaning
windows, mowing, trimming shrubs, weeding, cleaning paths
and pa os. Indoor jobs included puPng up a grab rail/handle,
indoor windows, collec ng and taking items to the p. All the
necessary Covid precau ons were observed, and the Rotarians
used their own tools!
We plan to con nue to hold our Lend a Hand Days, with the next
one being (hopefully) this autumn. Keep an eye out for the date
and how you can nominate someone who may need help

Winslow Rotary Car Rally con nues to grow
Each year Winslow Rotary holds a Classic Car Rally which a/racts owners of classic cars
from far and wide. It also raises signiﬁcant sums for Rotary chari es. Following a very
truncated event in 2020, this year we were able to get back to normal (more or less!) We
had 64 registered entries (easily the highest yet), of whom more than 50 actually turned
up on the day – despite concerns about the weather (many of these cars don’t really like
the rain that much!). We had a good variety of cars, from a 1925 Humber 12/25 tourer to
a 2001 Ferrari M550. There was a great
selec on of MGs, Morgans and Triumphs
and three Jaguar E types with 27 diﬀerent
models in all. The rarest car was an
Italian Innocen de Tomaso Turbo, one of
only three known in the UK and a rarity
even in Italy. We haven’t ﬁnished doing
the sums yet, but we will certainly raise
over £3,000 for Rotary Chari es.
Further informa on about Winslow Rotary and its ac vi es can be seen on its new
website h/p://www.winslowrotary.club/
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Ini al Neighbourhood Plan Consulta on

Please come and have your say in the plan for our village.
We would like to invite all those who live and work in
Whitchurch to ﬁnd out more about how the Neighbourhood
Plan is progressing and to make your views known about
poten al sites that have been put forward by landowners.
Your feedback is an essen al part of the process in deciding
which sites might be selected and ul mately put to village
residents in a referendum.
Informa on will be on display and volunteers from the
Neighbourhood Plan group will be on hand to answer ques ons
and gather your comments.

When:

Thursday July 22nd 6 - 9pm
&

Sunday July 25th 1 - 6pm
Where: St John’s Hall Whitchurch
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RACHEL VERE
Dip.FH MCFHP MAFHP

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
Tel: 0777 326 7761
Registered Member of the British
Association of Foot Health
Professionals since 2013.
Home Clinic based in East
Claydon.
Home Visits also available.
Previously based at Whitchurch
Surgery
Full PPE worn.
£35 per appointment.
Professional Friendly Service
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Church
services in
the Schorne Team have
restarted.
The 11am Sunday Eucharist takes place in St
John’s, Whitchurch
For those who do not wish to attend in person,
the service will continue to be live streamed on
the Schorne Team of Parishes Facebook page
All with a Facebook account should be able to
watch the stream
The service can be watched on the Facebook
page afterwards
Please watch the Facebook page for
announcements about future services. The
pattern may change in response to future
government announcements
Each Sunday evening a service can be found at
www.quaintonchurch.com - the file will be
uploaded to be watched at 6pm
18

Facebook: Schorne Team of Parishes

Twitter : The Schorne Team, @TheSchorneTeam
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WHITCHURCH METHODIST CHURCH

Sunday morning services
have restarted at 10.45 a.m.
Please see noticeboard outside the
Church for further information.
MINISTER
Rev. Keith Edwards
tel 01296 423363
email ulysee798@gmail.com
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WHITCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL
How to register for the affordable housing scheme
in our Parish
You may be aware that our parish has a small scheme of affordable
housing in Newman Close that was built for local people with a
strong connection to the parish. The Parish Council maintains a
register of those interested in applying for these properties.
If you wish to be considered for one of these homes, please contact
the Parish Clerk for an ‘expression of interest’ form. We will need a
few details from you and will pass these on to the Local Authority or
Housing Association as and when we are aware of a property
becoming available.
Tony Skeggs
Whitchurch Parish Council
clerkwhitchurchaylesbury@gmail.com

St John’s Hall
White Horse Lane
Whitchurch

will reopen for bookings when government
guidelines allow
Charlo/e Patrick - 01296 640785
stjohnshallbookings@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.stjohnshallwhitchurch.org/
22

23

Wildﬂower Meadow
Here’s a list of ﬂowers you can ﬁnd in the wildﬂower meadow:
Bird's-foot Trefoil
Broad-leaved Dock
Bulbous Buttercup
Cleavers
Common (field) Forget-me-not
Common Field Speedwell
Common Knapweed
Common Mouse-ear
Common Sorrel
Common Vetch
Curled Dock

Cut Leaved Cranes-bill
Daisy
Dandelion
Field Bindweed
Field Scabious
Germander Speedwell
Ground Ivy
Herb Bennet
Herb Robert
Hogweed
Lady's Bedstraw
Meadow Buttercup

Meadow Crane's-bill
Ox Eye Daisy
Oxlip
Ragged Robin
Ragwort
Red Campion
Red Clover
Ribwort Plantain
Stinging Nettle
Yarrow
Yellow Rattle

Have you heard of Yellow Ra/le?
Yellow ra/le (Rhinanthus minor) is the single most important plant you
need to establish when crea ng a wildﬂower meadow.
It is a parasi c plant that helps to restrict grass growth by feeding oﬀ
the grass roots. This results in the grasses become less dominant,
allowing wildﬂowers to establish more easily.
You will recognise it by the vibrant yellow, tube-like ﬂowers protruding
from an inﬂated, green calyx, with serrated leaves which sprout
opposite each other all the way up the stem.
When the ﬂowers of yellow ra/le fade, the brown seed pods can be
heard to ‘ra/le' in the breeze. In former mes, it is said farmers used
this sound as their cue to cut the hay.
So, as you read this list of wildﬂowers, which we have within our
meadows here in Whitchurch. Give a big shout-out to Yellow Ra/le!

Join the Big Bu/erﬂy Count in Whitchurch!
The Big Bu/erﬂy Count is a na onwide ci zen science survey aimed at helping us assess the health
of our environment. It is the world’s biggest survey of bu/erﬂies with over 111,500 par cipants in
2020, submiPng 145,249 counts of bu/erﬂies and day-ﬂying moths from across the UK.
Big Bu/erﬂy Count 2021 runs from Friday 16 July to Sunday 8 August. All the counts can be viewed
on the interac ve map.
Help us to record the bu/erﬂies of Whitchurch – You can
count in your garden or on a walk. It only takes 15 minutes!
More details, including an iden ﬁca on chart can be found
at:
h/ps://bigbu/erﬂycount.bu/erﬂy-conserva on.org/about
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Whitchurch Parish Council
Clerk to the Council: TONY SKEGGS
email: clerkwhitchurchaylesbury@gmail.com
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MEETING OF
WHITCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD VIA ZOOM ON
MONDAY, 14 June 2021 at 7.00pm
Present: Cllrs C Lincoln (Chair), S Ford, V James-Proday, M Palin, and M Perry.
Public Attendance: Five members of the public plus two Buckinghamshire Council
Councillors.
Clerk: A Skeggs Absent:
None
21/70 Apologies for Absence: Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs
Alderman and Thomas.
Open Forum for Residents
No questions had been submitted in advance. The following points were raised at
the meeting:
The light in Green Acre was faulty.
A resident had fallen on the footpath between the church and the church hall.
Mount Pleasant – consideration should be given to extra traffic calming.
The resident of the Old Vicarage spoke on the planning application 21/02163 and
raised concerns over site H&S and welfare. Objections to the application were that
it was an over development, lack of amenity standards, did not fit with the local
character, parking and there was no listed building consent. The meeting would be
considering the application later on the agenda.
A resident queried the logic in allowing a recycling facility on the Bushmead Road.
The road surface was now deteriorating
Report from Buckinghamshire Council Councillors. Cllrs Peter Cooper and Diana
Blamires introduced themselves. They along with Cllr Ashley Bond would now be
representing the parish. They had yet to agree the distribution of work but they
would let the council know shortly. Cllr Cooper was on a planning committee while
Cllr Blamires was on the education and the transport committees.
WWEG – Seeding was continuing down Bushmead Road and hedge laying in the
recreation ground.
21/71 Members’ Interests: Members were invited to declare disclosable pecuniary
interests and other interests in items on the agenda as required by the Whitchurch
Parish Council Code of Conduct for Members and by the Localism Act 2011.
No new declarations were made.
21/72 Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on the
17th May 2021, were approved and signed as a true record.
21/73 2020/21 Annual Governance Report and Accounting Statements
The clerk reported that the internal audit of the 2020/21 accounts had been
completed and that there were no issues raised. The auditor had signed the audit
report.
The chairman and clerk then signed the Annual Governance Statement once it had
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been APPROVED by the meeting.
The chairman and clerk then signed the 2020/21 Accounting Statement once it had
been APPROVED by the meeting. The Annual Governance and Accounting
Statement would now be sent to PKF Littlejohn, the external auditors, before the
30th June 2021 deadline.
It was NOTED that the dates for the Notice of Exercise of Public Rights were:
Announcement made / published on the website – Monday
14th June 2021.
Period of Inspection starts – Monday 28th June 2021.
Period of Inspection finishes – Friday 9th August 2021.
21/74 Recreation Ground
Play Surface – Cllr Ford had spoken to ex-AVDC staff regarding the surface. They
had confirmed current standards and advised not to rush the project. They
commented that the play area should not be fully enclosed. Wicksteed had
confirmed that they would not be supplying a quote.
Tree Ceremony – It was AGREED that this should take place when possible. Cllr
Perry had been in contact with the vicar and the company who would make the
plaque to confirm the price.
It was AGREED that the following councillors would be members of the Recreation
Ground Working Group - Cllrs Ford, James-Priday and Palin.
21/75 Noticeboards / Benches
It was NOTED that the specifications for the noticeboards had yet to be finalised.
It was AGREED to replace the bench in the High Street. The cost would be
approximately £900, which included engraving and installation. The metal WI
plaque would be removed with the wording being engraved into the wood.
Clerk
21/76 Grass Cutting
Specification – The specification needed improving and updating. The last cut was
incomplete as there was confusion over areas with weeds / wildflowers which
meant certain areas were not cut. It was AGREED that the WWEG and Cllr Ford
would agree a plan, by Friday 18th of what areas would be designated as
wildflower areas and which were not. The contractors would then be informed.
Contract – It was AGREED that Cllrs Ford and James-Priday would be responsible
for overseeing the grass cutting contract.
Wildflower Meadow – The quote from Buckland Landscapes of £1,170 plus VAT to
cut the wildflower meadow was AGREED. Clerk
21/77 Speed Cameras
In the absence of Cllr Alderman, this item was deferred until the July meeting.
21/78 Tree Related Issues
This item was deferred until the next meeting.
The meeting then considered a Tree Preservation Order (21/00007/TPO) on the
three ash trees on the edge of the recreation ground. The trees were the
responsibility of VAHT, with the last inspection being carried out in 2008. The
meeting AGREED that they had No Objections to the TPO being made. When
replying to Buckinghamshire Council reference should be made to the date of the
last inspection.
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21/79 Remembrance Sunday
It was AGREED to purchase a wreath for Remembrance Sunday. The clerk would
provide options nearer to the time.
Clerk
21/80 Finance
The list of cheque payments for June was APPROVED, details at end of the
minutes.
The combined bank account position at the 31st May 2021 was NOTED.
21/81 Planning
The following applications were considered.
21/02163/APP – Land Adjacent to the Old Vicarage, White Horse Lane – Erection
of two new dwellings with car ports and parking. After consideration the meeting
unanimously AGREED to Object to the application on the grounds that there was:
No listed building consent,
It represented an over development of the site,
The design did not fit within the conservation area,
There was inadequate car parking provision,
It failed to meet amenity standards in regard to garden space.
The meeting also raised concerns about the lack of welfare provision on the site.
21/02123/APP – Land Adjacent to Bushmead Road – Removal of condition 15
(landscape management plan) relating to application 17/03384/AOP. The meeting
unanimously AGREED to Object to the removal of condition 15.
21/01889/APP – 3 Rickyard Close – Partial garage conversion and installation of
roof lights. The meeting had No Objection to the application but commented that the
environmental report was not completely accurate.
21/02046/APP – 1 Market Hill – Demolition of garden wall. Erection of two storey
rear extension. Alterations to porch. Insertion of rooflights to roof slopes.
Fenestration changes. Construct raised timber deck. Re-paint timber windows. After
consideration the meeting AGREED that more time was required and so an
extension of the consultation period should be requested.
21/02164/COUAR – The Firs Building, The Firs, High Street – Determination as to
whether prior approval is required in respect of transport and highway impact,
contamination risk and noise for the conversion of B1 offices into 8 residential flats.
The meeting had No Objection to the application.
It was AGREED that the following councillors would be members of the Planning
Working Group, Cllrs Lincoln, Palin, and Perry. Cllrs Alderman and Thomas were
welcome to join.
21/82 Neighbourhood Plan (NP)
Cllr Lincoln informed the meeting that two dates had been set for the first informal
consultation of the Plan. The dates were Thursday 22nd July and Saturday 24th
July.
21/83 Points of Interest
Cllr Perry reported that the electricity pole in the orchard had wood peckers in it,
which were close to the cables. UPKN would be informed.
21/84 Date of Next Meeting: Monday 12th July 2021 @ 7.00pm.
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Action List
Minute
21/10
Forum
21/62b
21/75b
21/76
21/79
21/83

Action Required
Action By
Prepare information on streetlights for conversion. Clerk
Contact VAHT about rat infestation.
Clerk
Arrange for play area gate to be mended.
Clerk
Order new bench for High Street.
Clerk
Inform Buckland Landscapes that quote accepted. Clerk
Provide details of Remembrance Service wreath. Clerk
Inform UKPN of woodpeckers in pole.
Clerk

BANK RECONCILIATION
Reconciled Bank
Balance At
Account
31st May 2021
31st May 2021
31st May 2021
31st May 2021

Bank Balance

Treasurers – 6902
£10,438.48
Playing Field – 7507 £9,053.53
Business – 7003
£56,667.52
Investment
£30,000.00

Progress
In Progress
In Progress
In Progress
Completed

Total

£106,159.53

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE LISTING
Income
HMRC – Remaining 50% Refund of 2020/21 Incurred VAT
Salvation Army – Clothes Bank.
TOTAL INCOME SINCE THE LAST MEETING IN MAY
Expenditure
Invoices to be approved at Parish Council meeting. Cheque
Whitchurch PCC (14) – Hall Hire for May PC Meeting
799
Buckland Landscapes (15) – May Grass Cutting 800
ROSPA (16) – Annual Play & Gym Inspection
801
Clerk (17) - Salary and expenses for June 2021
802
C.Heron (18) – Wildflower Seeds for WWEG 803
Stoke Mandeville PC (19) – Contribution to Printer Cartridges
Whitchurch PCC (20) – Hall Hire for June PC Meeting
805
TOTAL OF CHEQUE PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL

For Information - Reclaimable Vat to date for 2021/22

£
£2,401.43
£19.76
£2,421.19
£
£35.00
£497.00
£170.40
£440.69
£68.50
804 £40.00
£35.00
£1,286.59
£453.60

WHITCHURCH WILDLIFE COMMUNITY GROUP
Income
Grant of £250 from Buckinghamshire Council on completion of the project.
Expenditure
Purchase of four alder trees
Purchase of Laminator and Pouches
Purchase of wildflower seeds for Bushmead Road
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£
£0
£28.80
£32.37
£68.50

Whitchurch
Neighbourhood Watch
Reported crimes and incidents 17th May to 14th June
Illegal use of firearms: In mid-May two boys were seen firing a large rifle out of a
bedroom window in Ashgrove Gardens. The police were informed and are
investigating. If anyone sees a firearm being used inappropriately in or near a
public place, they should dial 999.
Catalytic converter theft: On the evening of Monday, 24th May a catalytic
converter was removed and stolen from a Honda Jazz in North Marston Lane.
The police were informed.
Thefts of catalytic converters have dramatically increased over the past year.
Honda Jazz, Toyota Prius, Toyota Auris and Lexus RX are targeted most often.
Hybrid cars are also singled out because their catalytic converters contain a higher
concentration of precious metals and are generally less corroded.
Some thieves are savvy and will wear hi-vis vests to throw potential witnesses off
the scent and passers-by could quite easily assume official work is being carried
out. If you see someone acting suspiciously under a vehicle, report it to the police
immediately by calling 999. It can take an adept thief only a few minutes to jack up
a car and steal the CAT!
Theft of safety mirror: A safety mirror was unscrewed and stolen from the Oving
Road overnight 1st – 2nd June. The mirror was necessary for the residents to
see traffic when pulling out of their driveway. The police were informed.
Road Traffic Collision: Thames Valley Police is appealing for witnesses to a road
traffic collision that left a man with serious injuries just north of the village. It
happened at around 4.20pm on Wednesday, 2nd June. A black Suzuki GSXR 750
motorcycle was travelling along the A413 towards Winslow when it was involved in
a collision with a car that was travelling in the same direction. The car, which is
described as a baby blue coloured vehicle, possibly a Honda Civic, did not stop.
The rider of the motorcycle left the road and sustained serious arm injuries. He was
taken to hospital for treatment.
The police are asking any motorists with dash-cams who were in the local area to
please check any footage in case it has captured something that may assist with
their investigation.
Anyone with information can contact the police by making a report online, or
calling 101, quoting reference 43210239672.
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Scam Alerts
The usual spate of scam phone calls have been doing the rounds locally – such as
those claiming to be from HMRC and Amazon. Please don’t give out private
information or reply to the text messages, and don’t download attachments or click
on links in texts or emails you weren’t expecting. Don’t trust caller ID on phones
as numbers can be spoofed.
You can forward suspicious emails claiming to be from HMRC to
phishing@hmrc.gov.uk and texts to 60599.
If you’ve received any other email which you’re not quite sure about, forward it to
the Suspicious Email Reporting Service (SERS): report@phishing.gov.uk
Suspicious text messages should be forwarded to 7226. This free-of-charge short
code enables your provider to investigate the origin of the text and take action, if
found to be malicious.
You can also report phone calls or text messages to: https://
www.actionfraud.police.uk/report-phishing

E-Scooters – we see them more and more, but what are the rules?
It’s illegal to ride a privately owned electric scooter on the road, pavement or a
public place. If you do, then you risk receiving a large fine, points on your driving
licence and your e-scooter could be seized. They can only be used on private land,
with the permission of the landowner. That’s because e-scooters are classed as
motor vehicles in law, so this means you need an MOT, road tax and insurance to
use one. Some parts of the UK are running government trials of rental e-scooters.
If you’re over 16 and have a full or provisional driving licence, then you can use
these on public roads and cycle paths. Just check your driving licence covers
categories AM, A or B. For more information visit:
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/police-forces/thames-valley-police/areas/
advice/e-scooters-what-are-the-rules/

Happy Holidays
For those lucky enough to be able to take a holiday, burglars will be looking for the
tell-tale signs that you are away. So do all you can to make your home look
occupied and more secure. Cancel milk and papers, ask a trusty friend or
neighbour to keep an eye on your home, recover your wheelie bin after collection
and move post away from your letter or post box. Programmable light, TV and
radio timers (set to a talk station) all act as deterrents. Or consider a fake TV which
comes on automatically at dusk and simulates the light emitted by a real telly. Be
aware that posts on social media saying you’re away or selfies posted from the
beach may attract the attention of unwanted visitors!
And of course don’t forget to lock all doors and windows before you go, including
sheds and garages! Bonnes vacances!
Wishing you a safe and crime-free July.
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Andrea Scagell
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Whitchurch News Editor
Whitchurch News Articles
Whitchurch News Advertising

Bryan Moseley
640266
bryan.mo@btinternet.com
Charlotte Patrick
640785
whitchurchnewsadverts@yahoo.co.uk
Parish Priest
Rev'd David Meakin
641606
d.meakin@btinternet.com
Churchwardens
Philip Parrott
641369
Neil Bowles
640255
PCC Secretary
Alice Miller
879059
PCC Safeguarding
Neil Bowles
640225
Bell Ringing
Sally Nettleton
640434
Church Events
PCC
641606
St John’s Hall
Charlotte Patrick
640785
stjohnshallbookings@yahoo.co.uk
Schorne Team Communications
Linda Nicholls
641209
Office manned Tues & Thurs 1000 - 1230
534699
Sunday School
Heidi Meakin
641606
Methodist Church
Roger & June Watson
641261
Neighbourhood Watch
Neil Smith
07411 368540
WCCA
Amanda Tofield
640100
Royal British Legion
Margaret Palin margaret@palin.cc
Legion Hall legionhall@hotmail.co.uk Sharon Downey
640295
Whitchurch W.I.
Margaret Palin margaret@palin.cc
640660
Whitchurch Morris Men
www.whitchurchmorris.org.uk
Whitchurch Guides
Nicky Batson
423439
Whitchurch Brownies & Rainbows
Joanne Peasley
64119 4
joanne.peasley@tiscali co.uk
Editor Village Website
Mel Perry
www. whitchurch.org
melperry.editor@gmail.com
Quainton Scouts
Elaine Alderton
655444
Hardwick Pre School
Amanda Tofield
640100
Whitchurch & Oving Toddler Group Karen Rickets
640602
Whitchurch School
Mrs Rachel Mobbs
641418
Whitchurch School Association c/o Whitchurch School
641418
Whitchurch Surgery
Reception
641203
Whitchurch Walkers
Richard Stevenson
641607
Friends of Whitchurch Surgery
Nick Stubbs
641103
Parish Council Chair
Charlotte Lincoln
Charlottelincoln.whitchurchplan@gmail.com
Parish Council Vice-Chair
Mel Perry
07766 312285
Cllr.melperry@gmail.com
Whitchurch Parish Council Clerk
Tony Skeggs
clerkwhitchurchaylesbury@gmail.com
Aylesbury Vale District Councillor
Ashley Bond
641552
ashley.bond@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
Aylesbury Young Farmers’ Club
Emma Lynch
07742 730823
JobCentre Plus
http://www.jobcentrenearme.com
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Please
let us know if there is anyone else whom you think should be on this list

Village Diary

July 2021
Usual village activities are restarting.
The White Swan has reopened
Attendance has resumed at Anglican and Methodist
services - see centrespread & p. 21
27 June - Hardwick Open Gardens - CANCELLED
6 July - WI Zoom Meeting - p. 11
12 July - Whitchurch Parish Council Zoom meeting - p. 28
18 July - Whitchurch Walkers - p. 9
22 July 6 - 9 pm and 25 July 1 - 6 pm
Neighbourhood Plan Consultation, St John’s Hall p. 7 & 13
31 July - Village Photography competition closes - page 7

Watch this space for further news!
Your new Family Informa on Service website
Buckinghamshire’s Family Informa on Service has a brand-new
website and directory making it even easier for families, parents to be,
children and young people to ﬁnd local support, ac vi es and
childcare.
The new website not only has a new look and feel but lots of the latest
informa on from the team and experts within the council.
Head over to h/ps://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/ to take a look and ﬁnd:
- support available to help with issues aﬀec ng your family
- what’s on at family centres
- things to do and holiday ac vi es
- support and inclusive ac vi es if your child has SEND
- childcare and early years providers
Follow ‘BucksFamilyInfo’ on Facebook, Twi/er, Instagram for the latest news aﬀec ng families and
young people, local things to do and helpful reminders for all sorts of parent tasks like applying for
childcare and school places.

