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FILE NOTE 
 

Project:  Whitchurch Neighbourhood Plan    

Date:   16 December 2020 

Circulation:  Whitchurch Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  

 

Review Session  

 

Whitchurch Parish Council (WPC) has engaged Oneill Homer (OH) to support the 

Steering Group (SG) in the production of a Whitchurch Neighbourhood Plan (WNP). 

A review session took place on Tuesday 8 December to revisit the scope of the WNP 

established at the visioning session. It was agreed that the range of tasks necessary 

to gather and analyse evidence to inform the WNP would work well if organised 

through specific Task Teams. This note contains further detail on how the Steering 

Group might organise this in moving the project forward. 

 

Key points Reviewed 

 

• The VALP is still at examination and has recently published further main 

modifications for public consultation ending in February 2021.  

• The new Bucks Council is in the early stages of preparing a new county-wide 

Local Plan. 

• The Oxford Cambridge expressway remains unclear as route options have 

not yet been consulted on. 

• Given the continued uncertainty in the strategic planning context at this 

stage the approach to the preparation of the WNP remains valid. 

 

Taking things forward 

 

As further thinking takes place a clear vision will emerge and so the key objectives 

will be refined to provide a clear framework for the policies. Although it is too soon 

to specify precisely what these may be there is potential for the Plan to include 

some or all of the following policy types: 

 

i. Settlement Boundary – to define a village boundary based on the existing 

settlement edge (but accommodating any proposed site allocations in the 

plan) to define where and how proposals in the village and in the 

countryside will be judged  

ii. Site specific – either allocating or reserving land for housing and other types 

of land use and development and then setting out the key development 

principles to guide future planning applications 

iii. Policies to protect important assets – identifying land and buildings that serve 

a relatively important purpose for protection from unnecessary loss (e.g. key 

views, local gaps, heritage, community facilities, local businesses/shop uses) 

iv. Policies to shape design quality – identifying key characteristics of distinct 

areas (e.g. Conservation Area and its setting) and prominent sites to 

encourage specific design proposals 

v. Policies to improve green infrastructure – requiring relevant development to 

deliver improvements to open spaces and designated Local Green Spaces 

for protection 
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Organising the project 
 

As the Steering Group has now reassembled, it is recommended that it sets up two 

Task Teams (in addition to the Communications Team and Core Group set out in the 

visioning note) to gather and analyse evidence that will generate the plausible 

spatial options available. Ideally, the chairs of each Task Team should be on the 

Steering Group and should report progress to each meeting, to enable the Group 

to spot any crossovers or tensions between the teams’ work (and to prevent two 

groups searching for the same data for example). The team members may be 

drawn just from the Steering Group membership and from others on the Parish 

Council and in the local community with an interest or expertise in the subject. The 

following tasks are recommended:  

 

Environment Task Team Brief 
 

• Review all of the existing publicly available environmental data (e.g. Magic 

Map and Whitchurch Fact Pack) and map all existing assets/designations. 

• Once environmental data mapped, identify opportunities for improvement 

e.g., improving existing and making new connections. 

• Check for candidates of Local Green Space designation against tests set out 

in §100 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

• Prepare a short report summarising all of the above, see a commissioned 

example here. 

• Review the 2008 Conservation Area Study and undertake own simple 

character appraisal of the village by having a walkabout to identify key 

characteristics of the area e.g. what roads, building groups, plot sizes, 

greenspaces, views, significant trees, non-listed buildings etc., are especially 

important to defining the village. Include notetaking and take photos and 

pull together in a short report, see an example here. 

• Contact Bucks Council to obtain extract from Bucks/MK Historic Environment 

Record and, together with own knowledge of village history, use to identify 

candidates for ‘local heritage assets’, i.e. buildings and structures that are 

not already listed that have local interest by way of their history, architecture 

and/or prominence in the village scape (see here for Historic England 

guidance) – identify by address, locate on map, take a photo and describe 

interest in one short paragraph (noting that this content will be used to 

determine how planning applications should be decided as per NPPF §197) 

• Review the VALP landscape evidence base, most notably LUC 2016 and 

2008 AVDC reports to identify and map key valued features and 

characteristics e.g. key views and local gaps, and pull together in a short 

report, see examples here and here. 

 

Development Task Team Brief 
 

• Review Traffic in Villages – A Toolkit for Communities. If approach agreed, 

apply toolkit to Whitchurch to determine traffic management measures that 

could be implemented, see a commissioned example here. 

• Review existing (or obtain new) traffic data (notably in the form of 

commuting pattens from within the village) to inform the assessment of 

spatial options, essentially identify locations for development that will have 

least impact and/or will enable local traffic management improvements.  

• Prepare a short report capturing the information. 

https://magic.defra.gov.uk/magicmap.aspx
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/magicmap.aspx
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/page_downloads/Whitchurch01-05-2013.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
https://www.fairfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/plan/Fairfield_GI%20_Plan_final_web.pdf
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/NP/Slapton/Slapton%20NDP%20Evidence%20Base%20-%20Character%20Assessment%20TG3.pdf
https://www.buckscc.gov.uk/services/culture-and-leisure/archaeology/historic-environment-record/
https://www.buckscc.gov.uk/services/culture-and-leisure/archaeology/historic-environment-record/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/supporting-evidence
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/supporting-evidence
http://www.bredonpc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Assessment-of-Key-Views-in-Bredon-Parish-May-2016.pdf
http://www.bredonpc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Assessment-of-Local-Gaps-in-Bredon-Parish-May-2016.pdf
http://hamilton-baillie.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/hamilton-baillie-traffic-in-villages.pdf
http://www.longashtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/LongAshton-PC/UserFiles/Files/VESasonNS.pdf
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/supporting-evidence
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Development Task Team Brief (cont.) 

 

• Identify and review key evidence documents from existing VALP evidence 

base, including the Whitchurch Fact Pack, to identify what information may 

be missing that demonstrates interest in/demand for older persons 

housing/downsizing within the community – a simple housing needs survey to 

research local housing data to inform the type of homes that are needed 

may be necessary – see example here. 

• Identify and describe community services and facilities and their function, 

include a photograph and pull together in a short report, see Appendix C in 

an example here.   

• To understand the extent of opportunities in terms of land availability, the 

team should issue a ‘Call for Sites’ to all qualifying landowners to invite 

expressions of interest in making land available as per the terms required by 

the Team. Preference criteria (e.g. traffic) are used once the Call has been 

responded to. The initial exclusionary criterion is driven by national planning 

principles and in this case comprise only of land adjoining the settlement 

boundary (using a plan showing the indicative boundary – see attached). 

Contact should be limited to written correspondence at this stage. 

 

Responses to the Call for Sites and assembling Task Team outputs will enable a 

small number of distinct yet plausible spatial options to be generated and taken 

forward as set out in the visioning note. 

 

OH Support 

 

We have set aside some time to help each group. It is usually best for us to 

attend the first, or an early group, meeting to help answer queries on the brief, 

and then to review work in progress and draft summary reports. We can also 

address work in progress by email/phone call, or at Steering Group meetings. We 

will monitor our time inputs to advise the Steering Group on its fee budget. 

 

Next Steps 

 

• Steering Group to review the contents of this note in readiness for further 

discussion in January 2021 to agree the approach to moving the project 

forward 

• Once the final version of the note has been agreed, make it publicly 

available alongside the visioning note (published on Parish Council website 

for example) and send it to Bucks Council for information 

• Assign responsibilities in Steering Group Team and form Task Groups and 

assign actions based on tasks identified in the notes 

• Agree a communications strategy 

 

 

  

https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/supporting-evidence
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/supporting-evidence
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/page_downloads/Whitchurch01-05-2013.pdf
https://havershamltlinford.org/neighbourhood-plan/
https://yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com/planning/denham-ndp-submission/supporting_documents/Denham%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20October%202020.pdf
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