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DEADLINE DATE 
 

For the May edition is 
 Thursday 15th April 

Commercial adverts, which 
must be prepaid, are required by 

Monday 12th April 
on 640785  

or 
Email:whitchurchnewsadverts@

yahoo.co.uk 

 

Whitchurch PCC is happy to accept 
adverts from Whitchurch charities, clubs 
and societies for inclusion in this 
magazine. They will only be included in 
the magazine if the name of the 
sponsoring organisation, and the name 
and contact details of the organiser are 
stated. These adverts are normally free of 
charge, but the size of the advert will be at 
the discretion of the editors. However, if it 
is essential that any of these adverts 
should be a specific size, then it is 
possible to buy space at a reduced rate.  
Charities, clubs and societies outside 
Whitchurch can also place adverts at a 
reduced rate.  The PCC reserves the right 
to decline articles or adverts. 
 

Enquires: please call Charlotte Patrick 
640785 or 07800912059 ;   email: 

whitchurchnewsadverts@yahoo.co.uk 

A.J.Y.F.C 
 

 Are you aged between 10 and 16 years 
old and bored on a Friday night? 

If so you need to get yourself along to 
Aylesbury Junior Young Farmers Club. 

 
We meet every Friday, 7 pm till 8.45 pm at 

John Bridles Hall, Hardwick. 
 

We offer indoor and outdoor activities that 
are fun, social, rural and creative. It is run 
by the children for the children with adult 
supervision. 

 

For more informa�on or to become a member 

please contact 

Emma Lynch – Tel. 07742 730823 
Email: 

miskimmon@b�nternet.com 

Cover Image 
 

Easter Services are listed on 

page 5 

For the latest 
government advice on 

 

COVID-19 
 

visit 
 

https:// 
www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
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                             Letter from the Rectory 

Dear Friends, 

You may remember that I said last 
month that we were waiting for a new 
arrival in the family.  Arlo William was 
born late on February 26th, twelve 
days overdue.  There was great 
excitement that evening as we heard 
about the birth but the news was less 
good by the next morning.  He had 
been taken from Warrington where he 
was born to Arrowe Park Hospital in 
The Wirral where he was cooled to 33 
degrees to protect against potential 
brain damage caused by 
complications during the birth.  He 
was in the neo-natal ICU unit for five 
days and in hospital for a further six 
before finally being allowed home 
with his parents.  As you might 
imagine, the initial joy quickly gave 
way to anxiety.  But we think it might 
be almost time to open some bubbles 
to celebrate. 

This is the time of year when we see 
the earth waking from winter.  The 
snowdrops have come and gone with 
their delicate white display being 
replaced by the vivid yellows of 
daffodils and the colours of the other 
spring flowers.  We see young lambs 
gambolling in our fields and calves 
with their mothers.  The long night of 
winter is giving way to a new season 
in which there is more light. 

I remember saying in the first lock-
down how difficult it would have been 
to go through it during winter.  Well, 
we have all just done a winter lock-
down and, for many of us, it has felt 
hard.  We have been trapped in our 
homes not only by the regulations but 

also by the weather. 

Over the next couple of months, we 
shall see the restrictions which have 
so dominated our lives for more than 
a year begin to lift.  Through that 
process we shall start to learn what 
life will look like on the other side of 
the pandemic.  Among the things that 
many of us have missed terribly is the 
opportunity to gather in church to 
worship.  Like so many others we are 
having to take a view about when we 
think it might be right to re-open our 
churches. 

For some, Easter is the season for 
them to open.  For us, however, the 
rules that will pertain then continue to 
place a heavy emphasis on meeting 
outdoors rather than indoors.  In all of 
the discussions that have been held 
in the clergy team and in those PCCs 
that have met, it would feel that the 
church was claiming some sort of 
special privilege and that that 
wouldn’t be a good look. 

For some, the stage in the 
government’s road map which feels 
right would be the reopening of non-
essential retail.  That will not happen 
before April 12th.  Even in that stage 
the emphasis is still heavily on 
meeting outdoors.  Retail premises 
can control the number of people in 
the shops far more easily that we can 
in our churches.  Even if we decided 
to open in step two of the road map, 
that would not allow us to be back in 
church for Easter. 

We have received very little guidance 
from either the diocese or the national 
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church life will look like over the 
summer and on into the autumn.  I 
think it will feel right to come up with 
events which both celebrate the lifting 
of the restrictions but which also 
mourn those who have died or whose 
lives have been blighted by this 
dreadful disease.  There will be much 
else to come to terms with.  Deaths 
for reasons other than COVID have 
continued and families may wish to 
find occasions where they can fully 
celebrate the lives of their loved ones.  
Others may be coming to terms with 
illnesses which might have been 
treated earlier in normal times, 
particularly where that illness risks 
being life limiting. 

We will have to accept that June 21st 
(or whenever the restrictions are 
finally lifted) will not mark the end of 
the pandemic.  It is a world-wide 
phenomenon and we have seen in 
the news recently that different 
countries are having different levels of 
success in dealing with the infection.  
For example, Italy has recently gone 
into another lockdown to deal with a 
third wave of infections. 

What I hope is that we can, as 
churches in the Schorne Team, come 
up with ways in which we can offer 
the on-going support that will be 
needed.  It may well be that this is the 
time where we have to re-invent 
ourselves, at least to a certain 
degree.  But we will hold on to core 
principles that all we do is guided by 
the great commandment – that we 
are to love God and to love our 
neighbours as ourselves. 

With good wishes,  

church since the government 
announced its plans for the easing of 
restrictions.  That is because the 
church is struggling to get any 
government guidance on what they 
might or might not allow – for 
example, what they might want to say 
about singing in church.  The last 
circular from the diocese counselled 
caution but expressed the hope that 
all churches would aim to open in 
step three.  As things currently stand, 
the projected date for step three is 
May 17th, the Monday before the 
Feast of Pentecost, the birthday of 
the church which, this year, falls on 
May 23rd. 

This seems to be a good date for us 
to re-launch worship in person.  It is 
likely that there will still be some 
restrictions and that it will not feel 
totally ‘normal’ but this is the stage 
where we have to take a leap of faith 
and try to start being a worshipping 
church with people gathered in the 
same place rather than us having to 
continue to worship on-line and in a 
dispersed manner. 

No doubt some will feel that the 
decision is not the right one.  Some 
will think that we are being over-
cautious and will want to open sooner 
– perhaps even as early as Easter.  
Others may take the opposite view 
and argue that we should wait for the 
final stage of the road map to be 
implemented on or after June 21st.  
The reality is that none of us have a 
monopoly on wisdom and that all we 
can do is prayerfully and carefully 
come to what we believe to be the 
right decision for our churches. 

By making this decision in good time 
we will be able to plan for what 
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St John the Evangelist,  
Whitchurch with Creslow 

 

Holy Week and Easter 
Services 

 
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic means that we still 

cannot gather in person to worship.   
All Easter services can be found on  

The Schorne Team of Parishes Facebook page 
 

Monday March 29th  7.00pm   Eucharist 

Tuesday March 30th  7.00pm  Eucharist 

Wednesday March 31st 7.00pm  Eucharist 

Maundy Thursday   7.00pm  Eucharist 

Good Friday April 2nd  12.00 noon    Three Hour   
         Devotion 

Easter Day April 4th  7.00am   Easter Vigil 

      11.00am  Eucharist 
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WANTED 

Parish Councillors 
 

At the last Whitchurch Parish Council (WPC) meeting, there was a request to 
encourage new members to join. I very much hope this post provides an informative 
and helpful overview of the important and vital role of a Parish Councillor.  
 
The Parish Council 
Let us not forget, this is a demanding, but rewarding role, that plays a crucial part of 
village life.  
It has been mentioned, to my surprise, that - “there isn’t much to do”!  
It is with this backdrop and unfounded perception that I would like to clearly set out the 
requirements of the role. 
Please, do not be perturbed by the responsibility. Being a Parish Councillor truly 
represents the very best of village life and community spirit.   
The things to consider when becoming a Councillor:  

• The length of time you would be in the position. It is a five-year stint and if you 
leave during that time your fellow Councillors are left with the task of trying to 
find someone to take your place 

• It is a volunteer role  

• The work is varied and apart from reading very lengthy and complex e-mails you 
will be asked to attend a monthly Parish Council Meeting which is held on the 
2nd Monday of each month and last approximately 1hr.  

• It is likely you will be approached by local residents and asked to pass 
information or concerns to Council and it sometimes helps if you can check the 
problem before bringing it to council.  

• You will need to vote on Planning Applications, go through budgets and invoices 
together with any other business that is on an agenda.  

• Contractors need to be monitored. 

• You will be asked if you can help with many small jobs that the council feel can 
be completed without cost to the parish. 

• But most of all, you will need to be very resilient. 
 

In the last 5/6 years the WPC have had three Parish Clerks, 7 elected members of 
Council and 3 co-opted members.  We are now down to 4, with one on maternity 
leave. However, we would welcome any help offered to make up the numbers. So, if 
you would like to join us, you will undoubtedly be offered a very warm and supportive 
welcome from the team.  
I hope this provides a helpful overview.  Sue Ford 
 

Please contact the Parish Clerk on how to apply  
clerkwhitchurchaylesbury@gmail.com 
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“Whitchurch needs YOU” 

 

 

Whitchurch Parish Council Elections  

Thursday May 6th.  

Become a Parish Councillor? 
 

We owe thanks to all of those who stand up to be Parish 
Councillors.  Ever thought about getting more involved in 
the day to day running of our village yourself? There are 

seven Parish Councillor positions and nominations must be 
made by April 8th. 

 
The nomination form will be on the village web site from 

22nd March. For more information see 
electoralcommission.org.uk or reach out to 

clerkwhitchurchaylesbury@gmail.com 



8 

 
 

April Update 
 

In last month’s Neighbourhood Plan Update we talked about how a 
future Whitchurch NP must thoroughly research and understand which 
areas in or around the village might be considered most appropriate for 
future controlled housing and development. That research is underway.  
 
Any possible development site proposed for consideration in a future 
Whitchurch NP must fit with the future needs of the village and the 
wider Bucks County Council Local Plan and consider what it is about 
our village that we value so strongly. A group of the NP volunteers are 
therefore collating detailed information about the cultural heritage, 
environment and green spaces in Whitchurch. This research will 
enable the NP group to propose sites that may be both available for 
development and crucially are appropriate. These sites will form the 
basis of consultation within the village before finally being put to the 
village in a referendum.  
 
Whilst some of the NP volunteers are contacting landowners, another 
group is involved in another key aspect of the NP. If you remember 
back to the original questionnaire of spring 2019 residents were asked 
what they liked about living in Whitchurch and what their concerns 
were about the future. The following were deemed to be most 
important: 
 

Easy access to the countryside 
Rural atmosphere 

 
And the following, in addition to over-development, were residents’ 
concerns: 
 

Traffic 
Loss of existing facilities including shops, pub, post office 
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The protection of green spaces 
The protection of historic and listed buildings 
Access to good broadband and mobile signal 
Decline of community spirit 
 

Traffic, facilities and broadband/mobile do not fall within the remit of a 
NP although of course the implications for increased traffic of any 
proposed development sites would be carefully considered. If you 
remember the conclusion of the questionnaire was that the village 
wanted not just a NP but also a Community Plan to look at all the 
‘softer’ aspects of life in Whitchurch. Once the urgency to agree an NP 
has passed attention will be turned to the Community Plan (CP).  
 
We hope you can see not only how much work is being undertaken by 
a small group of volunteers but also that the plan is put together in both 
a structured and transparent manner. The NP reports to the Parish 
Council each month – meetings are currently held on Zoom but as with 
face-to-face meetings these are open to the public. Details of the zoom 
link can be found on the village website  
https://www.whitchurch.org/local-bodies.  
 
We would also like to invite residents to an online meeting on…  
 

April 7th at 7.30pm  
 

…for an update and the opportunity to ask questions.  Please email 
info.whitchurchplan@gmail.com for details of the link. We will however 
place the link onto the village website in early April. We hope this will 
be a useful session until we can safely meet face to face and look 
forward to talking to you. 
 
 

 

We’d like to leave you with a question: What do Aston Clinton, 
Buckland, Cheddington, Edlesborough, Great Horwood, 
Haddenham, Ivinghoe, Long Crendon, Marsh Gibbon, Pitstone, 
Quainton, Steeple Claydon, Slapton, Waddesdon, Wendover, 
Weston Turville, Wing, Wingrave, Winslow and Worminghall all have 
in common? The answer will be in May’s Whitchurch News. 
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Please leave dona�ons at the Rectory, 1 Green Acres Close 

Many thanks - your contribu�ons are valued. 

JUNIOR CRICKET IS BACK 
 

North Marston and Granborough Cricket Club 
Welcomes you to join Junior Cricket Coaching 

Boys and Girls 

Friday Evenings star�ng Friday 9
th

 April 

at the Community Sportsfield, North Marston 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
Under 9s – School years 3 & 4 

Under 11s – School years 5 & 6 

Under 13s – School years 7 & 8 

Under 15s – School years 9 & 10 

Just turn up or call 

Trevor Lane on 01296 670100 or 07768 625550 
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Whitchurch	WI	
 

 
 
 

 

Open	meeting	on	Zoom	
7.30	pm,	Tuesday	6	April	2020	

	

‘A	Taste	of	Yorkshire	in	Food	and	

Traditions’	

											 	
Speaker:	Peter	Hague	

We	invite	you	to	join	us	at	a	‘taster’	meeting,	

free	of	charge.		

	

To	book	a	place,	contact:		

Linda	Nicholls	on	

lindanicholls2016@gmail.com	 
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RACHEL VERE 
 

Dip.FH MCFHP MAFHP 

 
FOOT HEALTH  PRACTITIONER 

 

Tel: 0777 326 7761 
 

Registered Member of the British 
Association of Foot Health 
Professionals since 2013. 

 

Home Clinic based in East 
Claydon. 

Home Visits also available. 
Previously based at Whitchurch 

Surgery 
 

Full PPE worn. 
£35 per appointment. 

 
Professional Friendly Service  
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18 Facebook: Schorne Team of Parishes        Twitter : The Schorne Team, @TheSchorneTeam  

Church services in 

the Schorne Team 

have been 

suspended during the Tier 4 restric�ons. 

Easter Services are listed on page 5 
 

Other services are streamed / broadcast as follows: 

Each Sunday morning at 11 am the Eucharist is live 

streamed on the Schorne Team of Parishes Facebook 

page from the church of St John the Evangelist, 

Whitchurch 

All with a Facebook account should be able to watch the 

stream 

The service is posted on YouTube shortly aAerwards – 

search for ‘David Meakin’ 

Please watch the Facebook page for announcements 

about future service arrangements - see this month’s 

‘LeEer from the Rectory’ (page 3) 

Each Sunday evening a service can be found at 

www.quaintonchurch.com - the file will be uploaded to 

be watched at 6pm 
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WHITCHURCH  METHODIST  CHURCH 
 

 

Services and Events at the 
Methodist Church are suspended 

due to coronavirus. 
 

Watch this space for updates. 
 

MINISTER        Rev. Keith Edwards       
tel 01296 423363      

email ulysee798@gmail.com  
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The 

Crusader’s 

Cross 
I know a path down 

Dark Lane 

where lurk the ghosts 

of the ancient slain 

but the Crusader's 

Cross hewn in stone 

reminds us all that we 

are not alone.  
Richard Stevenson 

How does your garden grow? 
  

Would you like to be part of a fantas�c & floral new 

fundraising ini�a�ve for Florence Nigh�ngale Hospice 

Charity? 

Being confined to our homes for much of the last year, we know that lots of you have 

turned to your gardens as a lockdown project or haven of peace and safety away from 

Covid-19. With restric�ons relaxing would you be willing to share and show off your 

hard work and help raise funds for the Hospice in our season of Open Gardens? 

We are looking for individuals, streets and communi�es to open their gardens for a 

day or two between May and August this summer.  So whether your garden is small or 

large, urban or rural, tradi�onal or modern, please get in touch to find out more at 

fundraising@fnhospice.org.uk or call Claire on 01296 429975.  

We will support you to ensure that all Open Gardens are Covid-19 secure and comply 

with any government restric�ons in place at the �me. 

Website: www.fnhospice.org.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/florencenigh�ngalehospice 

TwiEer: www.twiEer.com/fnhospice 
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St John’s Hall  
White Horse Lane 

Whitchurch 
 

will reopen for bookings when government 

guidelines allow 
 

CharloEe Patrick - 01296 640785 

stjohnshallbookings@yahoo.co.uk 
http://www.stjohnshallwhitchurch.org/  

 WHITCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL  

 

How to register for the affordable housing scheme  
in our Parish  

 

You may be aware that our parish has a small scheme of affordable 
housing in Newman Close that was built for local people with a 
strong connection to the parish. The Parish Council maintains a 

register of those interested in applying for these properties. 
 

If you wish to be considered for one of these homes, please contact 
the Parish Clerk for an ‘expression of interest’ form. We will need a 

few details from you and will pass these on to the Local Authority or 
Housing Association as and when we are aware of a property 

becoming available.  
 

Tony Skeggs 
Whitchurch Parish Council  

clerkwhitchurchaylesbury@gmail.com   
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LEND A HAND DAY 
Saturday 22nd May 2021 
 

The Rotarians of Winslow are delighted to announce our 4th 
Lend a hand day. We offer help with tasks (maximum 1 hour 
duration) that require assistance and that no one in your 
household can safely manage. This is part of our service to the 
community and is FREE. 
Due to the pandemic all our work this year is subject to 
government Covid-19 regulations and may need to be restricted 
to outdoor jobs only. This may change nearer the time allowing 
us to do some indoor tasks. 
If you would like us to help with a garden task, please complete 
this form and return to me or give me a call. We work in teams 
of two volunteers, but we do not supply materials. We can only 
do work that you have requested on the form. 
 
Please fill in your details and return to Jo Gower 18 Langley 
Close Winslow MK18 3RG tel. 01296 714698  
email: jogower@btintenet.com 

 

Name: _____________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________ 
 
  _____________________________ 
 
Post code: _________________________ 
 

Telephone number:  __________________ 

 

Task required: ______________________ 
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Livestock Worrying and Dogs off Leads  
 

It's that �me of year again when livestock are turned out with new born 

lambs and caEle to graze for the summer. 

Worryingly, many people do not keep their dogs on leads when crossing a 

field when on a footpath.  

A footpath is one metre wide and allows members of the public to get from 

A to B. Straying off this footpath, either by the person themselves or their 

dogs, is commiPng trespass. 

Some people think because their dogs are old they can let them off a lead 

because they are not likely to chase animals. 

Unfortunately, people who have a dog which might chase see these people 

with their dogs off leads and think they can as well. 

PLEASE, when in a field keep your dog on a lead, as remember this.... the 

grass is for livestock to live on, and like you, they do not wish to have a 

dirty plate in which to eat their food, ie where dogs have done their toilet. 
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Whitchurch Parish CouncilWhitchurch Parish Council  
Clerk to the Council: TONY SKEGGS 

 email: clerkwhitchurchaylesbury@gmail.com  

 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MEETING OF 
WHITCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD VIA ZOOM ON 
MONDAY, 8 March 2021 at 7.00pm 
 
21/25   Attendance: Councillors A.Bond (Chair), P.Alderman, S.Ford and 
M.Perry. 
Clerk: Mr A.Skeggs Residents: Three 
Apologies Accepted:  Miss A.Bond   Absent: N/A. 
 
21/26   Members’ Interests: Members were invited to declare disclosable 
pecuniary interests and other interests in items on the agenda as required by 
the Whitchurch Parish Council Code of Conduct for Members and by the 
Localism Act 2011. 
Cllr A Bond declared an interest in item 21/31 Planning, as he is a member of 
Buckinghamshire Council Development Control committee.  
 
Open Forum for Residents 
A resident asked what preparations had been made since the last meeting to 
advertise the role of a councillor on the parish council. Posters were now 
available for the website and noticeboards. It was suggested that an article be 
written on the role / workload of a councillor for the website. More needed to be 
done to advertise that there were two vacancies on the parish council.  
 
21/27   Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the meetings of the Council held 
on the 8th February 2021, were approved and signed as a true record.   
 
21/28 Parish Elections:  The preparation for the election was discussed with 
concern being raised over the safety of using the village hall with the election 
staff being indoors all day. No guidance had yet been issued by 
Buckinghamshire Council. Nomination papers would be distributed this week 
with the deadline for submission being the 8th April. Nomination papers had to 
be hand delivered to The Gateway in Aylesbury.  
 
21/29   Highways / Footpaths:  Footpath WHI/61/1 had been reported to the 
Rights of Way officer at Buckinghamshire Council. The clerk to check progress. 
The chairman reported that the abandoned signs had been collected by 
Buckinghamshire Council. Clerk 
 
21/30   Recreation Ground:  Play Surface - The clerk had been in contact with 
Wicksteed and would arrange a site visit. Cllr Ford suggested that Kompan be 
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contacted as they had laid the original surface. 
Fencing - Cllr Ford asked for an update on providing security fencing around 
the play area. The clerk would investigate and report back. 
The chairman would inspect the gate around the pond and, if required, arrange 
for a new padlock. Clerk 
 
21/31   Planning:  There were no applications for consideration.  
 
21/32   Streetlights:  A quote from Aylesbury Mains to convert four streetlights 
in Bushmead Road to LEDS, at a cost of £220 plus VAT, was considered. It 
was proposed that the quote be accepted, this was unanimously AGREED. 
It was NOTED that streetlight MH1 on the corner of Market Hill and Castle Lane 
had been repaired. 
The light outside the Doctors was still not working. Clerk to speak to Aylesbury 
Mains.   Clerk 
 
21/33   Finance:  The combined bank reconciliation for February 2021 was 
NOTED. 
The list of cheque payments was APPROVED, details at end of the minutes. 
The financial position as at the 28th February was NOTED following a 
discussion on Buckland Landscapes. Cllr Ford requested that the contractor 
notify the parish council the date the work was to be undertaken and then a 
schedule of works be issued once the work had been completed.  Clerk 
 
21/34   Neighbourhood Plan (NP):  Cllr Perry gave an update on the Plan and 
the work of the three sub-groups. Overall, good progress was being made. 
Environmental – Excellent information gathering so far. Some of the data will be 
useful for the Community Plan. 
Development – Land ownership details adjacent to existing builds along the 
linear map were being gathered and collated. Thanks were expressed to those 
who had participated towards the data collection. 
Communication – Monthly articles would going in the Whitchurch News, as well 
as a Neighbourhood Plan page on the Whitchurch Village website. It was hoped 
to arrange a virtual Q&A session in April.  
 
21/35   Clerk’s Update:  The damaged wall outside 34 Oving Road had been 
reported to Transport for Bucks.  
 
21/36   Points of Interest: 
The chairman gave a report on the recent Wing & Ivinghoe Community Board 
Meeting which covered: 
Covid-19 / vaccination programme update. 
Approved funding of £5,915 for an aerial runway for Aston Abbotts PC and 
£250 for equipment for the Whitchurch Wildlife Community Group. 
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Unspent funds would be carried forward into the next financial year. 
The Buckinghamshire Council unitary budget includes a budget of £4m for 
drainage / gulley clearing. 
A number of drains within the village were identified for clearing. Clerk to report 
to TfB.  
 
21/37   Date of Next Meeting: Monday 12th April 2021 @ 7.00pm.   
The meeting closed at 7.40 pm. 

ACTION LIST 

Minute Action Required                               Action By        Progress 
21/10 Prepare information on streetlights       Clerk           In Progress 
 for conversion. 
21/20 Arrange for two further quotes for         Clerk           In Progress 
 play area. 
21/29 Contact RoW officer on footpath           Clerk 
 WHI/61/1. 
21/30a Arrange site visit with Wicksteed.         Clerk           Completed 
21/30a Contact Kompan and arrange               Clerk  
 a site visit. 
21/32 Contact Aylesbury Mains                       Clerk  
 re Bushmead Road & Drs. 
21/33b Contact Buckland Landscapes –           Clerk            Completed 
 Schedule of Works. 

BANK RECONCILIATION  
Reconciled Bank         Account                    Bank Balance           Total  
28th Feb 2021            Treasurers – 6902           £4,930.41  
28th Feb 2021            Playing Field – 7507        £9,053.23  
28th Feb 2021            Business – 7003              £54,064.85  
28th Feb 2021            Investment                       £30,000.00        £98,048.49 
 
EXPENDITURE 
Invoices to be approved at Parish Council meeting 
Cheque               £ 
Buckland Landscapes (63) – Invoices 39998 & 40297, 783   £994.00 
Aylesbury Mains (64) – Invoices 20059 & 20125, 784    £151.08 
Aylesbury Mains (64) – Light repair MH1 Market Hill / Castle Lane, 784   
           £72.12 
Clerk (65) - Salary and expenses for March 2021, 785    £401.03 
TOTAL OF CHEQUE PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL    £1,618.23 
 
DIRECT DEBITS, £ 
EON (66) (February – Street Lighting)     £520.66 
TOTAL OF DD PAYMENTS SINCE FEBRUARY MEETING £520.66 
For Information - Reclaimable Vat to date for 2020/21  £3,972.75 
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Whitchurch  
Neighbourhood Watch 

 
 

Reported crimes and incidents 15th February to 14th March 
There have been reports of a white Hyundai 4 x 4 – G169 JWC with false number plates 
parked in Ashgrove Gardens taking photographs of a property.  Other suspicious vehicles 
were also parked outside the same property on subsequent days.  The telephone wires to 
the house were disconnected on three occasions.   The police have CCTV footage, so 
hopefully those responsible will be caught soon.  
On 19th February two cars were involved in a collision in the High Street which damaged a 
garden wall.   The offenders did not (as required by law) report this to the police or the 
owner of the property, who rang 101 to report the crime, but was told to submit an online 
report instead.    Callers to 101 are now being asked to report non-urgent incidents online 
more frequently, but if you don’t have immediate access to the internet, or feel this would 
be difficult, please explain this to the operator who will make the report for you over the 
phone. 
On hearing about this incident several neighbours and villagers came forward to assist – 
offering photographs and valuable information.   As a result the two vehicles involved were 
located at Vass-Tech garage and Officer Andrew Wayland from the Traffic Police was able 
to speak to the perpetrators.   This sort of crime comes under the remit of the Traffic Police 
and not our Neighbourhood Policing Team.  PC Wayland arranged for the offenders to 
visit the victim, in the presence of a neighbour, whereupon they offered an apology, a 
bunch of flowers, an admission of responsibility and insurance details. 
This outcome was only possible because of the fantastic assistance given by local 
residents and PC  Wayland, who demonstrated an example of community policing at its 
best.   To those of you who helped with this investigation, MANY THANKS AND WELL 
DONE!   It goes to show what can be achieved when we pull together to combat crime.  
 

Scam Alert: 
With lockdown restrictions hopefully easing, there has been a surge in holiday bookings.   
Unfortunately this has provided criminals with an opportunity to try and defraud some of us 
out of a well-deserved break and hard-earned cash.   Holiday fraud can vary from fake 
accommodation, listings advertising hotels and self-catering properties that simply don’t 
exist, to cheap flight offers.   So please be wary of phone calls, texts, emails and offers of 
cheap deals that may well be too good to be true.   For advice on how to avoid travel-
related fraud visit https://www.abta.com/tips-and-advice/planning-and-booking-a-holiday/
how-avoid-travel-related-fraud 
 

Sending CCTV and ‘Ring’ doorbell footage securely to the police 
Following advice in recent newsletters about not publishing CCTV footage online, there is 
a secure and fast way to send images and footage to the police, if there is an incident 
nearby in the future.  This is called Digital Evidence Management System (DEMS).   If you 
have CCTV or a ‘Ring’ doorbell camera and are interested in registering to DEMS, please 
send an email with your contact details to    
greatbrickhillwingivinghoenhpt@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
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You can find out about your privacy rights and how your footage may be used at:   
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/thames-valley/
privacy/dems-citizens-portal-privacy-notice.pdf#:~:text=Thames%20Valley%20Police%
20and%20Hampshire%20Constabulary%20will%20be,of%20the%20Data%20Protection%
20Act%202018%20and%20the 
 

A message from PC Matt Craker, Neighbourhood Supervisor for Wing 
& Ivinghoe District: 
I am aware that with people keen to leave their properties (at long last), we may see a rise 
in residential burglaries. The trend in the last few years has definitely been to target high 
performance cars, either by breaking into homes to steal the keys or using a device to 
locate the keyless car’s signal. It is important that car keys are not kept near the front or 
rear doors. Preferably, they should be placed in a metal container to block the signal. I 
would highly recommend a steering lock too. 
Jewellery is the other target of a burglar presently. Gold is easy to sell and so if people 
have high value jewellery I would consider storage of it in a safe or keep it well hidden. 
Keeping photographs of such items is a good idea too. Therefore, in the unfortunate event 
that it is ever stolen we can easily identify it if it is recovered elsewhere (we can upload 
these images to our database, so if found in TVP area it would be easier to trace). 
 

Rise in catalytic converter thefts in Aylesbury Vale 
Here are some things you could do to reduce the chances of your vehicle being targeted: 
If you can, park your vehicle in a locked garage, or if this isn’t an option, try and park in a 
busy, well-lit area as close to your home as possible. 
Try and park in a location that restricts access underneath your vehicle, such as 
positioning the bonnet against a wall.   Avoid parking at the end of a row if you can.  
Park close to fences, walls or a kerb with the exhaust being closest to them to make 
the theft more difficult. 
Don’t park your car partially on the pavement as it makes it easier for thieves to get 
underneath it. 
If not already fitted, you could consider installing a Thatcham-approved alarm to your 
vehicle – one that activates when the vehicle is lifted or tilted. 
If your catalytic converter is ‘bolt on’, you can have the bolts welded shut.   Speak to your 
vehicle’s manufacturer to establish what locks and guards are available. 
Identify / etch your converter with a unique serial number and advertise that the vehicle 
has been protected using window stickers. 
Consider installation of security lighting and CCTV. 
If you see people carrying out repairs to a car, please look carefully and report any 
suspicious activity to the police immediately by calling 999.   It can take an adept thief only 
a few minutes to jack up a car and steal the CAT! 
 

Have you got a doorstep  ‘NO COLD CALLING’ sticker? 
If the answer is no, Bucks. & Surrey Trading Standards can provide you with a free sticker.   
To receive yours, please email trading.standards@surreycc.gov.uk 
 
 
Wishing you a safe and crime-free April.                                      Andrea Scagell                                 
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS 
Whitchurch News Editor   Bryan Moseley      640266 
Whitchurch News Articles  bryan.mo@btinternet.com 
Whitchurch News Advertising  Charlotte Patrick         640785 
      whitchurchnewsadverts@yahoo.co.uk 

Parish Priest    Rev'd David Meakin  641606 
      d.meakin@btinternet.com 
Churchwardens    Philip Parrott  641369 
      Neil Bowles   640255 
PCC Secretary    Alice Miller   879059 
PCC Safeguarding    Neil Bowles   640225  
Bell Ringing     Sally Nettleton  640434 
Church Events                                     PCC                                641606 
St John’s Hall                       Charlotte Patrick              640785 
      stjohnshallbookings@yahoo.co.uk 
Schorne Team Communications Linda Nicholls   641209 
  Office manned Tues & Thurs 1000 - 1230  534699 
Sunday School                     Heidi Meakin                    641606 
Methodist Church    Roger & June Watson 641261 

Neighbourhood Watch   Neil Smith          07411 368540     
WCCA     Amanda Tofield  640100 
Royal British Legion   Margaret Palin   margaret@palin.cc 
Legion Hall  legionhall@hotmail.co.uk Sharon Downey  640295 
Whitchurch W.I.    Margaret Palin    margaret@palin.cc  640660  
Whitchurch Morris Men   www.whitchurchmorris.org.uk  
Whitchurch Guides    Nicky Batson  423439 
Whitchurch Brownies & Rainbows Joanne Peasley  64119 4 
                   joanne.peasley@tiscali co.uk 
Editor Village Website                    Mel Perry 
www. whitchurch.org   melperry.editor@gmail.com   
Quainton Scouts     Elaine Alderton  655444 
Hardwick Pre School   Amanda Tofield  640100 
Whitchurch & Oving Toddler Group Karen Rickets  640602 
Whitchurch School    Mrs Rachel Mobbs  641418 
Whitchurch School Association c/o Whitchurch School  641418 
Whitchurch Surgery   Reception   641203 
Whitchurch Walkers   Richard Stevenson  641607 
Friends of Whitchurch Surgery  Nick Stubbs   641103 
Parish Council Chairman             Ashley Bond            641552 
Whitchurch Parish Council Clerk Tony Skeggs 
      clerkwhitchurchaylesbury@gmail.com 
Aylesbury Vale District Councillor  Ashley Bond            641552 
         ashley.bond@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
Aylesbury Young Farmers’ Club  Emma Lynch  07742 730823 
JobCentre Plus    http://www.jobcentrenearme.com  
 
Please let us know if there is anyone else whom you think should be on this list 



Village Diary  
 

April 2021 
 

Usual village activities are again mostly suspended  
during the Tier 4 restrictions 

 

Easter Services will be streamed - see page 5 
See centrespread for other services 

 

6 April - WI Zoom Meeting - page 11 
 

7 April  - Whitchurch Plan Zoom meeting - page 9  
 

8 April - Deadline for Parish Councillor nominations - page 7 
 

12 April - Whitchurch Parish Council Zoom meeting - see 
page 28 

Watch this space for further news! 

Defibrillator 
 

Our village defibrillator is located in the 

phone box on the High Street, 

northbound, opposite 4Beauty and 

beside the bus stop and 

no�ceboard.  You will need access to a 

mobile or landline phone (there is 

currently NO phone in the phone box).  

 

Then dial 999 and quote the wriEen 

postal code HP22 4JA to gain access to 

the keypad code for the machine.  
 

Training videos are available - see the links on the village website 

hEps://www.whitchurch.org/emergencies/ 


