
Neighbourhood Plan Update 
 

YOUR VILLAGE PLAN NEEDS YOU! 
 
Whitchurch is one of the few villages around without a Neighbourhood Plan (NP). 
Individual planning applications therefore have to be judged on their own merits and that 
makes it hard for the village to make meaningful objections or to control development. New 
planning applications keep being made so we are pushing to move onto the next stages so 
that future applications will be evaluated against the criteria in a village approved Whitchurch 
NP. 
 
Back in 2019 a small group of volunteers got together to explore establishing a NP for 
Whitchurch; you may remember the village questionnaire. We were delighted with a much 
higher than average response rate and residents told us that the amount and location of 
housing was a primary concern along with the preservation of the village’s rural atmosphere. 
The Parish Council gave permission for the steering group to become the Neighbourhood 
Plan group and for work to commence. 
 
The NP area will align exactly with the parish of Whitchurch and we have appointed Neil 
Homer, experienced consultants to work with us. They have helped implement many other 
Neighbourhood Plans, grants from central Government already awarded will cover the costs. 
 
We must develop outline proposals by May in order to consult with and gain feedback from 
Whitchurch residents from June. The NP has to be evidence and needs driven and between 
now and May we need to gather information about: 

• Land usage and availability in Whitchurch 

• Future housing needs including affordable and downsizing 

• Green infrastructure and landscape assets in Whitchurch 

• Conservation area assets in Whitchurch 

• Traffic and vehicular movements 
 
The final NP proposal will be put to the village for your approval but we need your help to 
create a plan in line with your wishes and needs. 
 
In order to complete this work we have a small team of volunteers but we really need 
additional help from villagers with the gathering of evidence and creation of the plan, there 
are plenty of small jobs to do and all help would be gratefully received. If you are interested 
and could give just a little time for your village we would love to hear from you. 
  
 

Please contact the NP group on info.whitchurchplan@gmail.com 
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