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DEADLINE DATE 
 

For the February edition is 
 Friday 15th January 

Commercial adverts, which 
must be prepaid, are required by 

Monday 11th January 
on 640785  

or 
Email:whitchurchnewsadverts@

yahoo.co.uk 

 

Whitchurch PCC is happy to accept 
adverts from Whitchurch charities, clubs 
and societies for inclusion in this 
magazine. They will only be included in 
the magazine if the name of the 
sponsoring organisation, and the name 
and contact details of the organiser are 
stated. These adverts are normally free of 
charge, but the size of the advert will be 
at the discretion of the editors. However, if 
it is essential that any of these adverts 
should be a specific size, then it is 
possible to buy space at a reduced rate.  
Charities, clubs and societies outside 
Whitchurch can also place adverts at a 
reduced rate.  The PCC reserves the right 
to decline articles or adverts. 
 

Enquires: please call Charlotte Patrick 
640785 or 07800912059 ;   email: 

whitchurchnewsadverts@yahoo.co.uk 

A.J.Y.F.C 
 

 Are you aged between 10 and 16 years 
old and bored on a Friday night? 

If so you need to get yourself along to 
Aylesbury Junior Young Farmers Club. 

 
We meet every Friday, 7 pm till 8.45 pm 

at John Bridles Hall, Hardwick. 
 

We offer indoor and outdoor activities that 
are fun, social, rural and creative. It is run 
by the children for the children with adult 
supervision. 

 

For more informa�on or to become a member 

please contact 

Emma Lynch – Tel. 07742 730823 
Email: 

miskimmon@b�nternet.com 

Cover Image 
 

Happy New Year to 

all our readers! 

For the latest 
government advice on 

 

COVID-19 
 

visit 
 

https:// 
www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
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                             Letter from the Rectory 

Dear Friends, 

That’s 2020 out of the way!  I don’t 
suppose that many of us will look back 
on the past year with any degree of 
affection.  We have all had to deal with 
the consequences of the global 
pandemic and the restrictions that have 
been placed on our lives.  But in these 
changed circumstances some of us, 
maybe most of us, have also had to 
deal with the ups and downs of 
everyday life have also. 

For me that has meant trying to come 
to terms with the loss of my father and 
another dear friend.  We have had to 
deal with my mother who fell and broke 
her hip.  Heidi’s Mum needed an 
operation later in the year and we said 
farewell to a most faithful companion, 
Ben, our lovely black Labrador who 
had been with us for ten years or so.  
He will have greeted many of those 
who have come to the front door of the 
Rectory. 

So, farewell 2020.  Of course, with the 
end of each year comes the beginning 
of a new one with all of its hopes and 
its fears.  What we know moving into 
2021 is that the vaccination 
programme has already begun and 
that some time during the year we are 
all likely to be offered our dose of the 
jab.  I suspect that for many, it will feel 
a little like a rite of passage – it will be 
a significant life event – moving from 
what feels a slightly dangerous place to 
a shore which feels far more tranquil.  I 
count myself among those who will 
leap at the opportunity to receive the 
vaccine as soon as I am offered it. 

Whatever happens, I am facing an 
event which feels pretty significant in 

only a very few days.  I know that age 
is only a number, but when a birthday 
has a ‘0’ in it that feels important.  But 
this birthday even comes with benefits, 
I will no longer have to pay for 
prescriptions.  Apparently some of the 
advantages of being a ‘senior’ will kick 
in.  I gather I can apply for a senior rail 
card and that just for being over 60 I 
will be able to eat more cheaply in 
some restaurants.  I am sure there will 
be other reasons to rejoice, but I have 
to say that it does feel a little daunting.  
I am about to enter my seventh 
decade! 

To those who have already achieved 
this milestone, and have lived to tell the 
tail, you may well think I am making a 
bit of a fuss.  But it is a time when I 
have been moved to remember those 
who should have been able to travel 
more of the journey of life with me than 
they were able to – to remember those 
who have been significant in my life 
who never made that milestone. 

Celebrations will necessarily be very 
muted.  I never imagined a couple of 
years ago that I would need to be 
keeping an eye on which ‘tier’ we are in 
before making decisions about how we 
can celebrate. 

The coming year for my family will see 
a number of significant events.  In a 
sense, my birthday is the least of them.  
As a family we hope and pray that my 
first grandchild will arrive safely.  The 
due date is Valentine’s day.  I can’t 
wait to meet the new arrival and then, 
over the years, to see how he or she 
grows and develops.  The world that 
my grandchild will be born into is so 
very different from the world that I was 
born into.  Many of those changes are 
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towards their close.  Three weeks 
before we finally leave the EU there is 
no real clarity about whether we shall 
leave with or without a trade deal. 

What is clear is that the nation remains 
divided.  For some a ‘no deal’ Brexit 
raises no concerns while for others it 
would be a ‘catastrophe’.  For some the 
fact that we are leaving the EU is a 
cause for rejoicing while for others it 
brings for them nothing but a sense of 
sadness.  Inevitably, some will find a 
way to prosper in the new reality of our 
relations with Europe while for others 
the changes may bring hardship. 

This nation has been divided about our 
relationship with Europe since before 
we joined the Common Market in 1973.  
My hope for 2021 is that, whichever 
side of the argument people were on 
(for, against, indifferent) that we may 
resolve to come together for a time of 
healing in which we reset our priorities 
as a society.  In December we 
delivered from Whitchurch alone over 
190kg of food aid to the Trussell Trust 
(the foodbank) in Aylesbury.  I know 
that generous amounts of aid went as 
well from other parishes in the Team.  
The effort is brilliant – thank you to all 
who contributed – but the very fact that 
there is such a need is sobering. 

I would love to see 2021, the year in 
which we will begin to come out of the 
pandemic, as the year in which we also 
started to pull together as a society to 
make sure that all people are well 
looked after and that, in one of the 
world’s largest economies, we will see 
an end of the need of some to rely on 
charity simply to put food on the table.  
It can happen – but we will have to 
work to make it happen. 

I wish you every blessing for 2021.  

With good wishes,  

good – just think of the advances in 
technology over the past 60 years.  
But, in other ways, I am not too sure 
that we have made many advances.  
On the day that I was born the United 
States broke off diplomatic relations 
with Cuba.  There are still many 
tensions in the world, some of which 
lead to violence.  And what we are now 
truly aware of is that we really do have 
to do something about our environment 
and climate if my grandchild is to be 
able to look forward to enjoying this 
beautiful planet as I have done. 

August will bring a family wedding – or 
at least that is our hope.  Again it will 
be a cause for great celebration as two 
young people commit to each other in 
front of their family and friends and 
take their first steps along the journey 
of married life.  

Then, probably later in the year, we 
very much hope that we will be able to 
get together to celebrate my father’s 
life as he would have wished and as 
we wish.  I do think that a part of the 
grieving process is the coming together 
of family and friends to remember the 
person we have lost – it’s a time of 
sharing of laughing and of crying which 
has been denied to so many in 2020.  
Our plans are for a big church service 
– he was a priest for over 60 year after 
all – followed by a bit of a party at 
which we shall toast his memory. 

So, 2021 feels like a bit of a significant 
year for me – there is more to look 
forward to than is usual at New Year.   

For me, one of the lessons of the 
COVID pandemic is that we work 
better when we work together as 
communities.  I believe that to be true 
both at the local level as well as the 
national and international level.  As I 
write, Brexit negotiations are moving 
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WHITCHURCH WI 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The WI is holding its meetings by Zoom - we have the technology!  
Members will be advised of future arrangements. 
 
 
Margaret Palin 
President 
 

 

Please leave dona�ons at the Rectory, 1 Green Acres Close 

Many thanks - your contribu�ons are valued. 
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The Creslow Valley 
 

The autumnal mist lies in the valley deep 

but the sunlit hilltop Manor is clear to see. 

In the grey ethereal world of the valley below 

sheep graze, deer hide and foxes prowl silently.  

 

Richard Stevenson 
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RACHEL VERE 
 

Dip.FH MCFHP MAFHP 

 
FOOT HEALTH  PRACTITIONER 

 

Tel: 0777 326 7761 
 

Registered Member of the British 
Association of Foot Health 
Professionals since 2013. 

 

Home Clinic based in East 
Claydon. 

Home Visits also available. 
Previously based at Whitchurch 

Surgery 
 

Full PPE worn. 
£35 per appointment. 

 
Professional Friendly Service  
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14 Facebook: Schorne Team of Parishes        Twitter : The Schorne Team, @TheSchorneTeam  

Following  the introduc�on 

of Tier 4 restric�ons, 

Schorne Team churches are 

again closed to public 

worship 
 

Services are streamed / broadcast as follows: 

 

Each Sunday morning at 11 am the Eucharist is live 

streamed on the Schorne Team of Parishes Facebook 

page from the church of St John the Evangelist, 

Whitchurch 

 

All with a Facebook account should be able to watch the 

stream 

 

The service is posted on YouTube shortly a<erwards – 

search for ‘David Meakin’ 

 

Please watch the Facebook page for announcements 

about future service arrangements  

 

Each Sunday evening a service can be found at 

www.quaintonchurch.com - the file will be uploaded to 

be watched at 6pm 
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WHITCHURCH  METHODIST  CHURCH 
 

 

Services and Events at the 
Methodist Church are suspended 

due to coronavirus. 
 

Watch this space for updates. 
 

MINISTER        Rev. Keith Edwards       
tel 01296 423363      

email ulysee798@gmail.com  
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St John’s Hall  
White Horse Lane 

Whitchurch 
 

will reopen for bookings when government 

guidelines allow 
 

CharloCe Patrick - 01296 640785 

stjohnshallbookings@yahoo.co.uk 
http://www.stjohnshallwhitchurch.org/  

Hans-On Health & Fitness are a husband and wife 
team Based in Oving offering personal training, 
partner training and event coaching.  We also 
provide a range of classes (online until further notice) to suit all fitness goals 
and levels. Our current list of classes are below: 
 

Monday 7.30pm 30 min HiiT class – High intensity class (class inc warm 
up, 20 mins exercise, cool down) 
 

Tuesday 9.30am Pilates Mat based Pilates – All levels welcome 
 

Tuesday 7.00pm Circuit Training – Body Weight Exercises includes core 
work, cardio and a lovely stretch and much more! 
 

Wednesday 7.30pm Pilates Mat based Pilates – All levels welcome 
 

Thursday 9.00am – Circuit Training– Body Weight Exercises includes core 
work, cardio and a lovely stretch and much more! 
 

Friday 7.00am Hiit class High intensity class (class inc warm up, 20 mins 
exercise, cool down) 
 

For more information about classes, personal training or coaching please 
contact Ian on 07971 661104, Kathryn on 07851 055988 or  
email info@hans-on.co.uk  
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 WHITCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL  

 

How to register for the affordable housing scheme  
in our Parish  

 

You may be aware that our parish has a small scheme of affordable 
housing in Newman Close that was built for local people with a 
strong connection to the parish. The Parish Council maintains a 

register of those interested in applying for these properties. 
 

If you wish to be considered for one of these homes, please contact 
the Parish Clerk for an ‘expression of interest’ form. We will need a 

few details from you and will pass these on to the Local Authority or 
Housing Association as and when we are aware of a property 

becoming available.  
 

Shirley Francis  
Whitchurch Parish Council  

clerkwhitchurchaylesbury@gmail.com   
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Whitchurch Parish CouncilWhitchurch Parish Council  
Clerk to the Council: Awaiting appointment 

 email: clerkwhitchurchaylesbury@gmail.com  

 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING (VIRTUAL) ON 
MONDAY, 14 DECEMBER 2020 
 
Present: Cllr Ashley Bond (in the Chair), Cllr Mrs S Ford, Cllr P Alderman 
and Cllr Mrs M Perry 
 
 
1. Apologies for absence – there were none 
 
2. Declaration of Interest. 
To declare and note any personal and prejudicial interests, and to declare 
and note any pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests. 
 
Cllr Ashley Bond declared his interest as a Member of the North Bucks 
Planning Committee, Buckinghamshire Council. 
 
3. Open Forum: (under adjournment) 
a)  Cllr Peter Cooper, Buckinghamshire Council, sent his apology owing to 
another meeting. 
b)  A member of the public expressed his interest in becoming a Councillor. 
c) A request for a pedestrian warning sign by a resident of The Olde Barns, 
North Marston Lane (where there is no pavement), as well as for one below 
Trent Cottage will be requested from the Buckinghamshire Highways Dept. 
by a councillor in her role as elected member. 
 
4. Minutes of Meeting held on 9th November 2020 
The Minutes were agreed, subject to the following clarification:- 
 
Item 4(item 6) “one tree below Trent Cottage is owned by Buckinghamshire 
Council and the other tree belongs to Two Hoots 
 
Item 8 – “notification of the planning appeal at Barretts Town, Paddock 
View, was highlighted”. 
 
5. To receive update on matters arising on the Minutes – there were 
none. 
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6. Finance 
Following the agreement of the budget, members were asked to set the 
Precept for the year 2021/22.  A member asked for clarification on the 
budget.  The Clerk explained that the budget is an indication of likely 
expenditure during the year, but that it can be review, and figures moved 
around, but that the bottom-line figure must still stay at £25,202. 
 
RESOLVED: To set the Precept at £25,202 for the 2021/22 financial year, 
the same figure as the previous year. 
 
 
7. Planning: To discuss planning applications and make 
recommendations and to include those urgent planning applications 
received after publication of the agenda. 
 
20/04141/APP Corner Cottage, 2 Crabsgrove, Oving Road – single storey 
rear extension (amendment to application 20/02822/APP) – NO 
OBJECTIONS 
20/04221/AOP – Land south of Oving Road: erection of sevral detached 
dwellings, etc. This application is being considered by the Neighbourhood 
Planning Group.  AGREED to request an extension of time. 
  
 
8. To agree date of next meeting:  Monday 11th January 2021 
 
There being no further business to discuss, the Chairman declared the 
meeting closed at 7.30 pm. 
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Whitchurch  
Neighbourhood Watch 

 
 

Reported crimes and incidents 16th November to 13th December 
 

I’ve received no reports of any crimes or anti-social behaviour in the village during 
this period. 
 

Scam alerts 
 

There is an Amazon Prime scam which involves victims receiving an automated 
call informing them that they’ve been charged for an Amazon Prime subscription - 
and to press 1 to cancel the transaction.  Do not press 1 or any other number 
mentioned on automated scams. 
 
Fake emails and texts pretending to be from TV Licensing, DVLA, BT and various 
banks are in circulation. 
 
HMRC automated phone call scams are around which say they are filing a lawsuit 
against you, and to press 1 to speak to a caseworker to make a payment.  If you 
receive such a call, please put the phone down immediately.   The callers use a 
variety of numbers.   HMRC would like you to report details of the scam by emailing 
them at phishing@hmrc.gov.uk  including the date, phone number and content of 
the call. 
There are different types of courier scams around at the moment, such as 
fraudsters calling you, claiming to be a police officer or from your bank, saying that 
a fraudulent payment has been spotted on your card or that it has been cloned.   
You may be asked to call your bank, but the scammer keeps the line open at their 
end and another fraudster then comes on the line asking for your PIN.  They then 
send a taxi to collect your card from your home, whereupon they have both your 
card and your PIN.   No bank or other legitimate service will ever ask you for your 
PIN.  
 

Text 85095 to reduce mobile nuisance calls 
 

The 'text-to-register' service, launched by the Telephone Preference Service (TPS) 
and Ofcom, enables mobile phone users to add their number to the UK's official ‘do 
not call’ database by texting ‘TPS’ and their email address to 85095. 
It is illegal for organisations to make unsolicited sales and marketing calls to 
numbers registered with the TPS, unless they have a person’s consent to do so.   
Find out more from: 
www.ofcom.org.uk/about-ofcom/latest/features-and-news/tps-text-service 
You can report spam texts directly to your mobile phone provider free of charge by 
forwarding the text message to 7726.  
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Rise in catalytic converter thefts 
 

Thames Valley Police has issued a warning to motorists following an increasing 
number of thefts of catalytic converters. Offenders are most commonly targeting 
Toyota Prius, Toyota Auris, Honda Jazz, Honda Civic, Honda CRVs and Lexus 
RX400 vehicles.   In many of the cases, offenders use car jacks to lift the vehicle 
and are able to remove the catalytic converter in a matter of minutes. 
There are a number of steps you can take to try to protect your vehicle’s catalytic 
converter: 
 
- Where possible, park in a garage or well-lit area, as close to your property as you 
can. 
- Try and park in a location that restricts access underneath your vehicle, such as 
parking the front of your car against a wall. 
- If your catalytic converter is ‘bolt on,’ you can speak to a mechanic about having 
the bolts welded shut. 
- Mark your catalytic converter with a forensic marker and advertise that the vehicle 
has been protected using window stickers. 
- Consider installing security lighting or CCTV. 
 
If you see what appears to be people carrying out repairs or work to a car, please 
look carefully and report any suspicious activity to the police immediately - as 
within moments the catalytic converter may be gone.   If you see such a crime in 
progress, please call 999 straight away. 
 

Victims First 
 

Victims First provides free emotional and practical support to all victims and 
witnesses of crime, as well as their family members. It is available across 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire and can provide help regardless of 
whether or not the crime has been reported to the police.   They have a number of 
specialist services which include help for victims of sexual violence and domestic 
abuse.  
 
There is a Live Chat service on Victim First’s website - www.victims-first.org.uk, 
which offers a new way to access support, enabling victims to talk online with a 
Victims First Officer, safely and in confidence.   Or you can call Victims First on 
0300 1234 148. 
 

Christmas Present Packaging 
 

Please don't advertise that you received or bought expensive gifts for Christmas by 
leaving the packaging next to your wheelie bin where it can be seen.  Cut or fold up 
packaging, especially for any expensive items, so it will fit inside your bin.  If you 
share photos of your pressies on social media, potential burglars can also see 
them.  It’s all extremely useful information for those unwanted visitors! 
 
Wishing you a safe and crime-free January.                  Andrea Scagell     
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS 
Whitchurch News Editor   Bryan Moseley      640266 
Whitchurch News Articles  bryan.mo@btinternet.com 
Whitchurch News Advertising  Charlotte Patrick         640785 
      whitchurchnewsadverts@yahoo.co.uk 

Parish Priest    Rev'd David Meakin  641606 
      d.meakin@btinternet.com 
Churchwardens    Philip Parrott  641369 
      Neil Bowles   640255 
PCC Secretary    Alice Miller   879059 
PCC Safeguarding    Neil Bowles   640225  
Bell Ringing     Sally Nettleton  640434 
Church Events                                     PCC                                641606 
St John’s Hall                       Charlotte Patrick              640785 
      stjohnshallbookings@yahoo.co.uk 
Schorne Team Communications Linda Nicholls   641209 
  Office manned Tues & Thurs 1000 - 1230  534699 
Sunday School                     Heidi Meakin                    641606 
Methodist Church    Roger & June Watson 641261 

Neighbourhood Watch   Neil Smith          07411 368540     
WCCA     Amanda Tofield  640100 
Royal British Legion   Margaret Palin   margaret@palin.cc 
Legion Hall  legionhall@hotmail.co.uk Sharon Downey  640295 
Whitchurch W.I.    Margaret Palin    margaret@palin.cc  640660  
Whitchurch Morris Men   www.whitchurchmorris.org.uk  
Whitchurch Guides    Nicky Batson  423439 
Whitchurch Brownies & Rainbows Joanne Peasley  64119 4 
                   joanne.peasley@tiscali co.uk 
Editor Village Website                    Mel Perry 
www. whitchurch.org   melperry.editor@gmail.com   
Quainton Scouts     Elaine Alderton  655444 
Hardwick Pre School   Amanda Tofield  640100 
Whitchurch & Oving Toddler Group Karen Rickets  640602 
Whitchurch School    Mrs Rachel Mobbs  641418 
Whitchurch School Association c/o Whitchurch School  641418 
Whitchurch Surgery   Reception   641203 
Whitchurch Walkers   Richard Stevenson  641607 
Friends of Whitchurch Surgery  Nick Stubbs   641103 
Parish Council Chairman             Ashley Bond            641552 
Whitchurch Parish Council Clerk Awaiting appointment  
      clerkwhitchurchaylesbury@gmail.com 
Aylesbury Vale District Councillor  Ashley Bond            641552 
         abond@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 
Aylesbury Young Farmers’ Club  Emma Lynch  07742 730823 
JobCentre Plus    http://www.jobcentrenearme.com  
 
Please let us know if there is anyone else whom you think should be on this list 



Village Diary  
 

January 2021 
 

Usual village activities are again mostly  
suspended during the Tier 4 restrictions 

 

Schorne Team churches are closed to public  
worship and services are being streamed - see  

Page 14 
 

Whitchurch Parish Council is holding meetings 
by Zoom. The next meeting is on  

Monday 11 January 
 

Defibrillator 
 

Our village defibrillator is located in the 

phone box on the High Street, 

northbound, opposite 4Beauty and 

beside the bus stop and 

no�ceboard.  You will need access to a 

mobile or landline phone (there is 

currently NO phone in the phone box).  

 

Then dial 999 and quote the wriCen 

postal code HP22 4JA to gain access to 

the keypad code for the machine.  
 

Training videos are available - see the links on the village website 

hCps://www.whitchurch.org/emergencies/ 


