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Whitchurch PCC is happy to accept
adverts from Whitchurch charities, clubs
and societies for inclusion in this
magazine. They will only be included in
the magazine if the name of the
sponsoring organisation, and the name
and contact details of the organiser are
stated. These adverts are normally free of
charge, but the size of the advert will be
at the discretion of the editors. However, if
it is essential that any of these adverts
should be a specific size, then it is
possible to buy space at a reduced rate.
Charities, clubs and societies outside
Whitchurch can also place adverts at a
reduced rate. The PCC reserves the right
to decline articles or adverts.

DEADLINE DATE
For the November edition is
Thursday 15th October
Commercial adverts, which
must be prepaid, are required by
Monday 12th October
on 640785
or
Email:whitchurchnewsadverts@
yahoo.co.uk

Enquires: please call Charlotte Patrick
640785 or 07800912059 ; email:
whitchurchnewsadverts@yahoo.co.uk

A.J.Y.F.C
Are you aged between 10 and 16 years
old and bored on a Friday night?
If so you need to get yourself along to
Aylesbury Junior Young Farmers Club.
We meet every Friday, 7 pm till 8.45 pm
at John Bridles Hall, Hardwick.
We offer indoor and outdoor activities that
are fun, social, rural and creative. It is run
by the children for the children with adult
supervision.
For more informa on or to become a member
please contact

Emma Lynch – Tel. 07742 730823
Email:

miskimmon@b nternet.com
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For the latest
government advice on

COVID-19
visit
https://
www.gov.uk/coronavirus

Cover Image
Our farmers have been busy in
recent weeks with the harvest.

Letter from the Rectory
Dear Friends,
I write a couple of days after the ‘rule of
six’ was announced by the Prime
Minister heralding, I guess, the next
stage in the COVID-19 outbreak in this
country. As has been the case in a
number of other European countries,
the graphs detailing the level of
infection have begun to show an
upturn. In many ways this had to have
been expected as children returned to
schools and universities gather their
students back to study.
As I
understand things, the majority of new
infections are to be found among the
younger age groups. Again, this is to
be expected.
Of course the upturn will impact us all.
We will, for the foreseeable future, not
be able to gather socially in groups of
more than six.
If we are caught
breaking this regulation then we may
be fined or even arrested. I suspect
that
this
hardening
of
the
Government’s position may well lead to
a greater reticence among those
working from home to return to their
offices. It will do nothing to encourage
us into our high streets and may well
have a negative impact on the
entertainment industries.
This all comes in the wake of what we
might call the holiday lottery. Those
who choose to travel abroad at the
moment have to accept that they may
be required to quarantine on their
return at very short notice. It’s a
question of balancing the need for a
foreign holiday against the possibility of
having to self-isolate for two weeks.
The Prime Minister has expressed the
hope that things may have returned to
something more normal by Christmas,

but I have to confess that I didn’t sense
a great deal of conviction in what he
was saying. And I think that is right
because very few of the mechanisms
that we will need to bring the pandemic
to an end are actually in place. There
are some hopeful signs when it comes
to a vaccine but I don’t think anybody is
now suggesting that we will see
anything this year and many are hinting
at the fact that we may still be a year or
more from being able to produce
sufficient doses of an effective vaccine.
The testing regime is not where it
needs to be and neither is any form of
track and trace.
While the picture may still feel a little
grim, there is a good deal to be
thankful for. We have seen death rates
tumble since their peak in April with
figure now being in the low teens each
day. And for those who do become
seriously ill with the virus, there is a
much better understanding about how
it may be effectively treated. We may
not be even near the end of this, but I
think it is now much easier to see what
the end might look like.
One of the things I hope most about all
of this is that some lesson are learned.
The pandemic came out of what is
called a wet meat market in China –
they can also be found in Africa. They
are the sorts of markets which facilitate
viruses crossing from the animal world
into the human population. There is a
huge amount of deforestation going on
which, on its own, greatly harms the
planet – but, in certain parts of the
world, we are also eating the animal
which are being driven out of those
forests. Parts of the world are eating
an ever more exotic diet which, again,
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increases the risk of infection across
species.
Things have got to the stage where I
wonder just how many warning signs
there have to be concerning our abuse
of the planet on which we live before
there will be a real collective will to do
something about it. We are denuding
the earth of its resources at an
alarming rate. We are poisoning the
air that we breathe and we have turned
our oceans into dumping grounds,
decimating marine habitats and
populations.
I learned a few weeks ago that I will
become a grandpa, all being well, in
February. With a fair wind and a
following breeze it is likely that the child
will see the turn of the next century –
but I do wonder and worry what the
world might be like by then.
Normally October would see many of
our churches celebrating Harvest
Festival both in church and at Harvest
Suppers. Sadly, this year, we will not
be able to gather to eat together. I will
miss those suppers – though my
waistline will probably benefit from not
overindulging. The struggles that our
farmers have had with the weather this
season point again to the man-made
changes in the climate which are taking
place - Soaking wet winter, baking hot
spring and a thoroughly indifferent
summer have all had their impact on
crops.
Perhaps this should be the year in
which we, collectively, both as
churches and as individuals consider
carefully how we are to respond to the
climate crisis which is, without a
shadow of a doubt, unfolding before
us.
In all of this the churches across the
Team are considering carefully how we
might reopen for public worship and
there ought to be more clarity by the
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time you read this – who knows, we
might even be at a stage where we can
publish a rota for the first time in six
months!
But I do want to warn that, while we will
in some circumstances be able to get
back to worshipping in our churches, it
will feel very different and it will feel
very strange. Some will be longing to
come back – for others it will, for now,
be a step too far.
Churches have been given an
exemption when it comes to the ‘rule of
six’. The Prime Minister described
churches as being COVID secure. But
our churches will only be secure
against the virus if we take the
necessary steps.
In line with
Government regulation it will be a
requirement that all members of the
congregation wear a face covering.
And might I gently say that I do wonder
what protection is given by a face
covering which covers neither nose nor
mouth.
Those who are leading
services will do so without wearing
masks but ensuring at all times that
proper social distancing is maintained.
Careful consideration will be given to
the administration of Communion and
how that can be done in the safest
possible manner. There will be no
congregational singing and so most of
our music will be pre-recorded. And
there will be restrictions on where we
can and cannot sit – the virus makes
no allowances for the fact that we may
have a favourite place to sit. And the
reality is that Church will look like this
for some months to come. All we can
do is make the experience the best that
we
possibly
can
under
the
circumstances.
Stay safe.
With good wishes,

GET FIT - KEEP FIT
Join the

WHITCHURCH WALKERS
We walk on the footpaths around our village exploring the beau ful countryside in convivial company for 1 ½ – 2 hours. We encourage youngsters
and of course dogs on leads. We meet at 2 pm at the telephone kiosk in
the High Street on the third Sunday of each month. Our next walk is on

Due to the current government guidance walks have been
suspended for the present.
I know a path beside the Doc's
that leads to a ﬁeld with a fabulous view.
Whistler painted his picture here,
so he must have thought so too!

For further details contact Richard Stevenson 01296 641607
or richardstevenson.catras@b nternet.com

Please leave dona ons in St John’s Church on a Sunday
or at the Rectory, 1 Green Acres Close
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WHITCHURCH WI
GARDEN MEETING HELD ON
TUESDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 2020
The WI was pleased to hold another garden meeting at
the start of September. Members will be kept informed
of the date and venue for the next meeting.

Margaret Palin - President

Whitchurch in the Second World War
Following the production of my booklet, Whitchurch, The Fallen and the First World
War in 2019, I am now completing Whitchurch, the Fallen and the Second World
War. Compared to the 15 names on the Great War memorial in St John’s Church,
there are just six on that for the Second World War including residents of Hardwick
and Weedon. If there is less to discover in terms of the fallen, however, there has
been a great deal more that has come to light on the wartime village including the
Home Guard, Civil Defence, Farms, Entertainment, Fund Raising, The Firs, and
Mrs Miniver. The booklet will include, for example, the village defence plan from
January 1941, a detailed farm survey from October 1941, and the ARP rota for
February 1943 as well as informative correspondence on the interaction of the
village with MD1 (‘Winston Churchill’s Toyshop’) at The Firs.
As with the booklet on the Great War when completed this booklet will be made
available for the benefit of the British Legion.
(continued overleaf)
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At present, I am trying to find additional illustrations of village activities during the
war and of some of the war dead. They were:
Philip Clifton Wheeler, 29 November 1939
Frederick William Thomas Brown, 8 December 1940
Charles Bernard Olliver, 21 September 1941
Douglas Thomas Foulger, 7 October 1941
John Rew, 4 March 1943
Oliver William Green, 25 January 1947
Photographs have been sourced for Frederick Brown, Charles Olliver, and John
Rew but not for Philip Wheeler (who lived at Stonehouse, Oving Road), Douglas
Foulger (who lived in Weedon High Street), and Oliver Green (who lived in
Whitchurch House Cottage, Mount Pleasant).
If anyone has photographs of these men or other village wartime images, I would
be most grateful for the opportunity to copy them. I can be contacted at
ian.beckett@bmmt.co.uk
Thank you for your help.
Professor Ian Beckett
Bucks Military Museum Trust

Property Maintenance
and Gardening
From installation of shelving to the
erection of fencing, sheds and
greenhouses. Changing tap
washers to fitting bathrooms or
kitchens. General carpentry,
painting and decorating. Clearing
gutters to fitting replacement uPVC
fascias, soffits or guttering. Locks
or doors fitted, stud walls built, tiling
or just completion of that unfinished
job! NO JOB TOO SMALL!
Call Dave for a free quote on
01296 392667 or 0795 2280865
dave.denton1@ntlworld.com
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http://www.schorneteam.co.uk/

Facebook: Schorne Team of Parishes
Twitter : The Schorne Team, @TheSchorneTeam

The 11am service from St John’s, Whitchurch will continue to be streamed on the Schorne Team Facebook page
Whitchurch Methodist Church services remain suspended. MINISTER: Rev. Keith Edwards tel: 01296 23363 email:ulysee798@gmail.com
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Hans-On Health & Fitness are a husband and wife
team Based in Oving offering personal training,
partner training and event coaching. We also
provide a range of classes (online until further notice) to suit all fitness goals
and levels. Our current list of classes are below:
Monday 7.30pm 30 min HiiT class – High intensity class (class inc warm
up, 20 mins exercise, cool down)
Tuesday 9.30am Pilates Mat based Pilates – All levels welcome
Tuesday 7.00pm Circuit Training – Body Weight Exercises includes core
work, cardio and a lovely stretch and much more!
Wednesday 7.30pm Pilates Mat based Pilates – All levels welcome
Thursday 9.00am – Circuit Training– Body Weight Exercises includes core
work, cardio and a lovely stretch and much more!
Friday 7.00am Hiit class High intensity class (class inc warm up, 20 mins
exercise, cool down)
For more information about classes, personal training or coaching please
contact Ian on 07971 661104, Kathryn on 07851 055988 or
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Whitchurch Parish Council
Clerk to the Council Miss Shirley Francis
email: clerkwhitchurchaylesbury@gmail.com
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING (VIRTUAL) ON
MONDAY, 14 SEPTEMBER 2020
Present: Cllr A Bond (in the Chair), Cllr Miss A Bond, Cllr Mrs S Ford, Cllr J
Sampson, Cllr Mrs M Perry and Cllr P Alderman
1.

Apologies for absence: Cllr Mark Parrott - accepted

2.

Declaration of interest
a) Cllr Ashley Bond declared his interest as a member of the Bucks
Council Planning Committee.
b) Cllr Ashley Bond and Miss A Bond declared non-prejudicial interest
in an item to be discussed under planning – 20/03073/APP, the Old Sandpit,
Oving Road, Whitchurch.
3.
Open Forum: (under adjournment)
A member of the public sought clarification on the Council’s stance relating to
the planning application on Oving Road, Whitchurch. It was confirmed that
the applicant would have no further appeal.
The arrangements for the village litter pick were highlighted.
4.

Minutes of Meeting held on 13th July 2020
AGREED

5.
To receive update on matters arising on the Minutes
Item 7: To note that the planning appeal 19.04101/AOP land south of Oving
Road, Whitchurch, has been refused.
Item 8 (a): The hedge has been cut back, but the potholes are not a
priority
Item 8(b): The missing sign has been reported to Bucks Council
Item 8(c): A cheque in the sum of £250 has been sent to the Ramblers
Association for the replacement style/gate
6.

Finance
a)
To note and agree the cheque payments for July and budget
report for August 2020.
NOTED and AGREED
b)

S106 Project. Member considered projects for the balance of the
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S106 monies. A number of ideas were mooted, including toilet facilities,
small office space, improvements to the drainage, MUGA, hard pitch for
tennis, and improving the play area which has become a little dilapidated, etc.
AGREED: that the balance of the monies would be spent on improvements
to the children’s play area, which has become a little dilapidated.
7.

Planning
a) 20/02822/APP. Corner Cottage, 2 Crabsgrove – single storey
extension – This scheme has been withdrawn.
b) 20/03073/APP, the Old Sandpit, Oving Road, Whitchurch – This
property maintains the point of separation between Oving and Whitchurch.
OBJECTION on the same basis the original Objection.
8.

Highways/Footpaths Matters
a) Bucks Council is aware of the tree on the Oving Road. Cllr Ashley
Bond will chase this up.
b) Camera on Bushmead is still outstanding and will cost Whitchurch
£150 to install. This work is in hand for completion imminently.
c) It was reported that the dog and litter bins were not being emptied
but that no response has been received from Bucks Council. A littler bin is
needed by the bus stop. Cllr Ashley Bond will investigate progress.
9.

Recreation Ground
It was reported that the Covid19 warning signs in the play area have all
been removed. AGREED that more permanent signs are to be sourced.
10.

Grass Cutting
Some very minor issues were highlighted. Members were happy that
the orchard area had been well cut. The wildflower area on the Oving Road
and has now been cut.
11.

Correspondence
Two requests have been received to hire the recreation ground for
playing football. The Council agreed to the requests in principle.
12.

Whitchurch Development Plan
It was reported that nothing further can be achieved until the variation
of the area information has been sent to Bucks Council. This will be dealt
with as a matter of urgency.
13. To agree date of next meeting: Monday 12th October 2020
Cllr
Miss A Bond advised the meeting that she would be absent for the next few
meetings and advised of the reason for her absence. Members accepted her
early apologies and wished her well until her return.
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Whitchurch
Neighbourhood Watch
Reported crimes and incidents 17th August to 14th September
I have received no reports of crime or anti-social behaviour in the village during this
period.

Scam Alert
A number of villagers (including myself) have been receiving scam phone calls
from a man (my caller said his name was Malcolm) claiming that loft insulation
installed using a government grant could be faulty and causing damp. ‘Malcolm’
was keen to come round that very day and inspect my property! If you get such a
call, put the phone down and please report it to Action Fraud at
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/report-phishing
You can use this link to report any suspicious emails, phone calls, text messages,
pop-ups or social media messages.
There are also emails around claiming to be from DVLA saying that there are
‘irregularities in your current profile’ and that you need to update it to avoid
termination of your driving licence. There is a form to fill in which you should
obviously ignore!
If you get any suspicious emails, these can be forwarded to The National Cyber
Security Centre (NCSC) at report@phishing.gov.uk
Also in the wider area there have been reports of phone scammers (claiming to be
a local health co-ordinator or similar) offering personal alarms that hang around
your neck. They are keen to try and fix up an appointment for a home visit.
Genuine companies will never contact you out of the blue. If you get such a call,
put the phone down. It would be helpful if you could also report any such incidents
to Action Fraud at https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/report-phishing
Postal scams are also making a bit of a comeback. For example, you may have
been told you’ve won a prize. Unless you actually did enter that prize draw or
competition and can verify the source, BIN IT!

Leave a light on – and burglars in the dark!
The nights are drawing in – and with the clocks going back at the end of October,
it’s a good time to invest in light timers or a fake TV to make your home look
occupied while you are out.

New PCSO for Whitchurch
We are pleased to welcome a new PCSO to the village. Tina Hobson – based at
Wing police office, has taken over from our old PCSO – Alex Brown. Tina can be
contacted at the following email address: tina.hobson@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
We look forward to seeing you around the village, Tina.
Wishing you a safe, healthy and crime-free October.
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Andrea Scagell
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Whitchurch News Editor
Whitchurch News Articles
Whitchurch News Advertising

Bryan Moseley
640266
bryan.mo@btinternet.com
Charlotte Patrick
640785
whitchurchnewsadverts@yahoo.co.uk
Parish Priest
Rev'd David Meakin
641606
d.meakin@btinternet.com
Churchwardens
Philip Parrott
641369
Linda Dentith
641540
PCC Secretary
Alice Miller
879059
PCC Safeguarding
Neil Bowles
640225
Bell Ringing
Sally Nettleton
640434
Church Events
PCC
641606
St John’s Hall
Charlotte Patrick
640785
stjohnshallbookings@yahoo.co.uk
Schorne Team Communications
Linda Nicholls
641209
Office manned Tues & Thurs 1000 - 1230
534699
Sunday School
Heidi Meakin
641606
Methodist Church
Roger & June Watson
641261
Neighbourhood Watch
Neil Smith
07411 368540
WCCA
Amanda Tofield
640100
Royal British Legion
Margaret Palin margaret@palin.cc
Legion Hall legionhall@hotmail.co.uk Sharon Downey
640295
Whitchurch W.I.
Margaret Palin margaret@palin.cc
640660
Whitchurch Morris Men
www.whitchurchmorris.org.uk
Whitchurch Guides
Nicky Batson
423439
Whitchurch Brownies & Rainbows
Joanne Peasley
64119 4
joanne.peasley@tiscali co.uk
Editor Village Website
Mel Perry
www. whitchurch.org
editor@whitchurch.org
Quainton Scouts
Elaine Alderton
655444
Hardwick Pre School
Amanda Tofield
640100
Whitchurch & Oving Toddler Group Karen Rickets
640602
Whitchurch School
Mrs Rachel Mobbs
641418
Whitchurch School Association c/o Whitchurch School
641418
Whitchurch Surgery
Reception
641203
Whitchurch Walkers
Richard Stevenson
641607
Friends of Whitchurch Surgery
Nick Stubbs
641103
Parish Council Chairman
Ashley Bond
641552
Whitchurch Parish Council Clerk
Shirley Francis
clerkwhitchurchaylesbury@gmail.com
Aylesbury Vale District Councillor
Ashley Bond
641552
abond@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
Aylesbury Young Farmers’ Club
Emma Lynch
07742 730823
JobCentre Plus
http://www.jobcentrenearme.com
Please let us know if there is anyone else whom you think should be on this list
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Village Diary

October 2020
The ‘Rule of Six’ means fewer events are taking
place.
Schorne Team services have restarted - see the rota on
the centrespread.
WI members will be informed of meetings.
Potential new members should contact the
President for details (see inside back cover).
Whitchurch Parish Council is holding meetings by Zoom
The next meeting is on Monday 12 October

Watch this space for further news!

St John’s Hall
White Horse Lane
Whitchurch
St John’s Hall will be re-opening from 1st October to organised
groups in line with Government guidelines. We have made every
eﬀort to make the building Covid-19 secure with extra cleaning
measures in place.

For more details please contact
CharloAe Patrick - 01296 640785
stjohnshallbookings@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.stjohnshallwhitchurch.org/

